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My Lord, 

JJ^^JHE Defirc of Contributing Some- 
>St*< ^^^S> though weak^ and inconfi- 
<(i»«ft#> demble, towards Publick Ref<Mtna- . 
♦Sftf^*<f^ tion, a Thine; fo ardently and fo 
juftly wi{h*d for, by aS Serious Perfons, his 
induced me to republish, at this iblemn Sea-* 
fon, and with the Addition of my Name to 
it, the little Tradt, which I fubjoin lo This 
Addrefs. 

Upon the foraier Publications^ I thought it 
of noConfequence to make the Author known > 
but have been now perfuaded, that the Curi- 
ofity, which would probably be raifcd, upon 
the Appearance of a new Writer, might pro- 
cure it a more general Reading, and that, 
where Inflru<ftion was not wanted, it might 
at leaft excite Confideration. 

But, my Lord, to anfwer that End effedu- 
i^Iy , and at the fame Tinie to add fome Degree 
of Favour, and Prepoffeflion to the Curiofity 
of a Reader, I have taken the Liberty of in- 
fcribing it to your Lordfhip, with whofe Know- 
ledge, and Approbation it was originally pub- 
Watid ; and of fending it into the World under 
the Cover, andPaflportof your refpeitedName. 



And hiving now alfb put upon Paper fotx\€ 
farther Reflcftions of the fanie Nature, .^nd 
Tendency with Thofe. in the Piece thus> rer 
piublifh'd, of which Ibnie have arif<»i frotn-eh 
Gbjeft not then exifting, and others are npt.fo 
difeftly adapted to the fame Species of Readers^ 
I have rather chofen to annex Them to this 
Addrefs tpyoar ix)fd{hip, than to make Them 
an Addition to that Former Traft. 

The folemn> and dreadful DifUndion of the 
Prefent Time, from any, with which our Age 
has been acquainted , and the new Warnings 
to Repent leji we perijh^ which God has lately 
given to Us, — to all £«nj^^,— and perhaps ta. 
all Mankind,-^may poflibly, juft at this In- 
ftant, recommend a ferious Thought to. the. 
Lighteft Thinker : And as Thofe Things, 
which appeared harmlefs arfa indifferent, bc-^ 
came Engines of Vengeance in the Hands of 
God, fo Thofe \vhich are in themfelves infig- 
nificant, even this FoolJJhnefs of unqualified 
Treaching^ may beconie Inflruments of his 
Mercy. 

I know that by tills Intimation of my Ojpi*: 
nion concerning the late deftrudlive. Earth- 
quake, I fhall incur the Cenfure of Many,— »- 
for it feems fafliionable to attribute it to /Sr^ 
cond Coups y and it. is <pair4 Utuharitakle t^ 
think it a Judgment. 

As to the Firfl, I have neither Inclin^tioi;!, 
ntfr Ability to. enter into philDfpphicaJ Jj^cjioR-* 
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hiigfe cehceming' it. If by SecMd ^aufes an^ 
Man means Accidental Ones, He i^ a De&ycc 
of Pit>videhce in the Scripture Senfe of iti 
Whfch affurcs Us' that the Smalleft Earthly 
Things are Objcdte of the conftant Care, and 
Attention of Almighty God, and that not a 
iSparrow (how much leis a great City?) falls 
16 tlie Groimd, without our Father. . He will 
therefore not be convinced by fuch Arguments 
^-Chriftians are convinced by. 

If it be meant that thefe Second Caufes ar# 
under the Direction of the Fir/iy but ad: ■ in 
Cob&quence of a Diipo0tion made, from the 
Beginning, in CorreA)oncience with his infinite 
Fore-knowledge, There is no Difpute that I 
know of, in which Religion is concern'd, with 
the Supporters of. fuch a Doftrine. We are 
equally of Opinion that the Thing was tie 
Lord's Doing j and the Determination refult- 
ing from what was faid by our Saviour him* 
fclf^ with refpedt to a Cafe differing rather ia 
Degree than in Kind, muft juftify us ia fup^- 
pofing, tho' without entering into Particulars^ 
That the Wickednefs of Thofe who fufferd, 
was a Gaufe of their Suffering. 

This- however is faid to be Uncharitable.-^ 
am-vety fure that upon the foot of Goipel Doc- 
trine, -'whidi above all Things recommends 
Charity to Us, It cannot be prov'd to be fp. 

.^Befidii^/' it might not be improperly alked, 
To-^Ha&m it is Uncbatitabfe. Not certainly to 
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2^eaU and AfibdUon^ and Energy. fuitaUeto 

jr y?t I cannot but doubt whether die Wjy 
often followed of fetting forth the Profligacy of 
di|; Prefent Age, beyond the Example df For-- 
mer Tiinefi^ be weU judged, and adapted t9 
j^e, End It is intended to anfwer. 

For it is (in the Jfirft PlaceJ poffiblc, that It 
may not be tru^ : At leaft it is im^iNoilible t^ 
prove the Truth of it. 

/2dly~-It feems rather probable that thi^ u 
its. much of real Virtue in the World as For*- 
merly ^ In this Nation particidarly, there i^ | 
iuppofe no Mao, or Woman, who cannot ii^fc 
feveral, whoni They believe to be iincereljr 
Oood, and Pious. And it feems jreally Vhchoy 
ritaile to call Thofe by the^ hard Names of 
J^tbodifts on the one Hand, or Formalijls qsi 
the other, who give publick Proofs of Devotioa 
towards Gpd^ and Benevolence towards Man. 
. 3dly— This Comparative Method of expo^ 
fiog Vice, n^y ieem ta ibme to carry a Suppo^ 
fition, that God's Judgments have likewiie Re- 
pe& thereto^ which feems not very conljiftent 
9(i(h our Sayiour^S Dedaraticm, I tellyouj^ Naj^^ 
iut except ye repent^ yejhall aU likewije perijh. 
, , ,4thly-rlt is likely that Some, who fhould 
he the better fyr fuch Reprefentations, and 
Tjirpa,tnjngs, naay^ upon the Credit of Hiftorj% 
diif&r : with their Inftru^or : and particularly,, if 
TJiy ihpvW chancB to have look'd into the 



And htring now alfb put upon Paper fotnfi 
farther Refleftions of the fanie Nature, ^%ni 
Tendency with Thofe; in the Piece thiis> rer 
piublifh'd) of which ibnie have arif<ai frorri^iui 
Objeft not then exifting, and others are not.fp 
difedtly adapted to the lame Species of Readers* 
I have rather chofen to annex Them to this 
Addrefs toyoar Lofdfhip, than to make Them 
an Addition to that Former Traft. ^ : 

The folemnj and dreadful Diftindion of the 
Prefent Time, from anyi with which our Age 
has been acquainted, aftd the new Warnings 
to Repent lejt we perijh^ which God has lately 
given to Us, — to all £/^rc>^^,— and perhaps ten 
all Mankind,-^may poflibly, juft at this Iij- 
ftant, recommend a ferious Thought to. the. 
Lighteft ^rhinker : And as Thofe Things, 
which appeared harmlefs arfa indifferent, bc-» 
came Engines; of Vengeance in the Hands of 
God, fo Thofe \vhich arp in themfelves infig- 
niiicant, even this Foolijhnefs of unqualitied 
Preachings may beconie Inftruments of his 
Mercy. 

I know that by this Intimation of my Ojpi-: 
nion concerning the late deftru^ftive Earth-, 
quake, I flhali incur the ^Cenflire of Many,-^ 
for it feeriis fafhionable to attribute it tx> Ser 
cond CaufeSj and it . is <?ail*4 Utuharit^Ie . tft 
think it a Judgment. 

As to the Firft, I have neither Inclinatiop, 
nor Ability to. enter into phik>fophicaJ IJI^cjiQq-' . 



ful Ignorance of the One Tlbing Needftd^ aijtd: 
)vith Minds neither poflefs'd of the Know- 
ledge, nor fubdued to the t>ifcipline of the? 
Goipe]: ; and That, at a Time of Life, when 
They are folly capable both of underilanding^^ 
and of obeying the 7ruth^ and ought to be able 
to give a Reafbn of the Faith^ which They 
have Iwrnt to profefs, 

I will not fay there is in this Point no Room 
for Amendment. Yet I woidd Ipcak with 
particular Tendernefs upon the Subjedl, as not 
liaving a fufficient Knowledge of the Fa£t itfelf^ 
of which the apparent Proofs are not always 
to be rely'd on j and for the Sake of thofe No^ 
bk Inilances of Religious Education, which are 
both the Honour of the Prefent Age, and the 
Hope of the Next ; and to whom One may> 
with the greateft Pleafure, and, I hope, with 
equal Propriety, apply that beautiful Excla- 
mation of the Poet, 

Dii Patrii, Quorum femper fub Numine Troja eft. 
Non tamen omnino Teucros delere paratis, 
. Cum tales Animos Juvenum, et tarn fan^a tuliftis 
Pcftora. 

But if there be Any fo abandoned of God^ 
and Gpodnefs, as to encourage their pwn OfF-r 
fpring in Wickednefs ; or fo indifferent to their 
own, and their Children's Welfare, as to tole- 
rate, and negleft it in Them, Let Them rer 
member that a Day will come, when even 
Thofe .indulged and pamper'd Chil4i'^n (hall 
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appear in Tudgmcnt againft Them, and per- 
haps not They only, but their ChQdren tao> 
and their Children's Children . 

This is a dreadful Confideration, and ^or«* 
thy to be weD> and frequently refleded on, by 
every Human Creature, who is, by his Situa* 
tjon, in any Degree reiponfible for die Con^ 
dudl of Another ; and hy All, whofe Example 
may either check, or promote the Obedience 
due to the Laws of God. 

It feems to be the Misfortune^ rather than 
any voluntary Guilt of the prefent Age, thatj 
a certain Habjit, and Fafhion is eftabliflied 
amongft Us, to the Prejudice of Religion, and 
in which. We are all in different Degrees, by 
Compliance at leaft. Accomplices, What I 
mean is the Difufe of all Serious Converfaticn 
in Polite Societies, and the Cuftom, to which 
We are inured from our Youth, of confining 
our Good Will to Each Other to our Tempo- 
ral Concerns alone. 

This is gone fo far, that fuch Mutual Ad- 
monitions, and Reproofs, as the Apoftles re- 
commend, would no w.pafs for Affronts J and 
the Zeal of one Friend for the true Intereft of 
Another, is become incompatible with Friend- 
'Ihip. 

In many Companies, which yet are not 
held to be,^ nor- are, of the word Kind, a Man 
would have need of fome Confidence to own 
his Devotion to-God, and his Attention toikas 

--O^ 
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own Eternal Salvation ; and thro* Subjeftion to 
a faulty, miiplaced Bafhfulnefs, he piuft even 
blu(h at ufing a pious Expreffion. 

This too, as Solomon fays of fome Others, is 
a fore Evil under the Sun ; and God knows 
whether it be capable of a Remedy, without 
ibme very afFedting, and awakening Judgment. 
However, it is every Man's Duty to endeavour 
to make fuch a terrible Remed)runnecefrary. 

There is another Complaint, the Reverfe of 
the laft-mentioned. When the Word of God is 
quoted upon flight, and ludicrous Occaiions, 
and his moft reverend, great Name ufed fami- 
liarly in Qonverfations of all Sorts, and even ia 
the Midft of our Diverfions. I do not Ipeak 
of Common Swearers, Curfers, and Blafphemers. 
There can be no need of cautioning any, who 
have the leaft Spark of Piety left, againft fuch 
horrid Prophanations, But I would be under- 
ftood of Thofe, otherwife confcientious People, , 
who have ufed themfelves to appeal to Almighty 
God, upon every trifling Incident, without 
refleding upon his adorable Majefliy, and of 
giving him Thanks upon every unworthy Oc- 
cafion, without either Caufe, or Thought o£ 
Gratitude* 

When the Indecency of this Behaviour is 
ierioufly confidered, there is no doubt, but fuch 
Pcrfbhs, as are above defcribed, will refrain 
ffrom adding, by fuch a wanton Diirefpe£t to 
iheir Maker, and Judge, to the Sum, already 
^JBMich too great, of our National Provocations. 
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I have faid Something, in another Place, upon 
the Subjcdl of Gaming, the Mother, or Nurte 
of all Immorality, and of all Impiety. But 
there is a le& mifchievous Kind of it (at leaft 
in it's Beginnings) which I have now niy Eye 
upon, a Species of Play^ not deep enough to 
ruin, tho' often to diftrefs, and which has got 
fo ftrong Pofleffion of the Affedions of the 
Gentry, and others of this Nation, that the 
Time of almofl: all our Duties feems to be fa- 
crificed to it. It is in (hort the Occupation of 
^ great Part of Mankind ; and Thofe, whoie 
tender Ages fhould be treated with much greater 
Reverence, and fupply'd with more feriou^ 
Thoughts, are trained up in this School of 
Inutility. No one can, I think, refledt, with 
any Comfort upon the Profped, which this 
aSbrds for another Age, if God fhould allow 
us another. But that Confideration may not 
be fo afFefting. Let any Perfon, who woul4 
be fbrry to be thought deficient either in Reli- 
gion, or Virtue, and yet {pends conftantly fo 
undue a Proportion of his Time in this Purfiiit^ 
rather than Enjoyment, of unprofitable Plea- 
fure> refled what will be his Sentiments coor 
cerning it, when the Account of all is to be 
made up. What Delight, or Self Satisfa<aion, 
the Recollection of Years fo fquander'd away' 
will yield upon the Death-bed. What Report' 
he will make of the Talents committed to hi? 
Care^ — of a whole Life loft to aUthePur--^ 

pofes 
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pofes of Living ; — of an Undcrftanding quali«* 
ned to promote the Service both of God, and 
Man, but employed in neither > — of Wealth 
expended without Charity, and of a Mind re^ 
turning from whence it came without Improve- 
ment : This may be the Cafe of Many, who 
think not of it 

I have hinted above, that fbme particular 
ClaiTes of People amongft us, may be more 
vicious in This, than in Former Ages. This 
may poffiWy be true of the loweft Rank. And 
in That, . rather in great Cities, than in the 
Country, where I hope there is very little Foun- 
dation £ov fuch a Remark. But, if it be ge- 
nerally true. To whom is it owing ? Let Thofc, 
whoie Examples have occafioned it, confider^ 
that it is their Intereft to bring Things back to 
the former State of Innocence 5 The Intereft of 
Themfeives and Their Pofterity ; not only That 
Future One, which is fb little, but This Tem- 
poral One, which is fo highly valued. The 
Nobility and Gentry can no longer haveWealth, 
and Security, than the Populace have Honeftv, 
and Religion. But the Fafhions muft be fet 
Above, tor the SmaH wDl follow the Great, arid 
Poverty will imitate Riches. Many Inftanccs 
of diis communicable Corruption might be 
produced. I will venture the Ridicule of 
tiittAtig one : I mean that of regular Attend- 
afice.upoii Divine Service, and regular Keeping 
of t^e tofd's Day. It is a common ObferVii- 
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tjoTty that to judge ^y th^&^j^^rancc in-^fK 
Churches, the BuCincfs^cfWoHlnpfing,/' 
is, for the moft part, left to the Women* -^ 
Men are fuppofed to be otherwijfe emfdojn^ 
But if the Landlord appears at CWch, >|tt 
Tenants, and Servants will be there vtoorr-rfif 
he fpends his Sunday in mere Amufcmc&l% 
They will probably fpend Their's attha^lci 
houfe. If Coaches and Chaizes were not .ij^q| 
the Roads on Sundays j Waggons and^Castt 
would not be upon Them. -7 •" .,n 

This Article is of great Importance : Pca> 
haps of greater than generally tnought, tq the 
Morality, and confequently to the durable Sufc- 
fiftence of a Nation. For my own part, I am 
pcrfuaded, that Nothing carries more evident 
Marks of Divine Appointment, than tlie Half- 
lowing of the Seventh Day. Without This, 
it feems probable that the Knowledge of the 
true God, and of his Laws, had been totally 
loft in the World, and that We ihould have 
long fince fallen back into a State of Idolatry, 
or Atheifm. 

This is at leaft worth the Con£deration of 
Thofe, who defire to be thought Lovers of 
Mankind, and Lovers of their Country^^. . . . 
. It may be thought, thatj^ in enumeratiog.fi) 
many of the Diforders, or Failnres of the pre- 
fent Times, Lfliould have taken iome Notice 
pf That,: which is.^.loudly .cpmplaiQ«d.p4 the 
Pecay of Chrifti^ j^^^ JSuli^if S9^ pcir- 
. , :. .. .- " naps 
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baps be good Res&n to hope, that the Com- 
]flaint, tno' hot void of Foundation, may yet be 
too largdy extended. In Multitudes of In«» 
ftances, a certain Thoughtleflhe^, and Inatten* 
tiori to Sacred Things, which is indeed highly 
blameable, becaufe Th^ are the only Things 
truly worth Attention, may be miftaken tor 
Infidelity. Neither can it be deny'd that the 
Ideas conveyed under that reproach&lTerm, are 
vety di£ferent in the Miftds of different People» 
the* Themfelves equally pious: and are not 
exactly the fame in the various Communities . 
of Reformed ChriiHans ; To which it k cbn- 
iequent, that very diiferent Proofs are, by dif* . 
ferent Perfons, required to be given, of what 
all equally call by the Name of Faith. I 
ihall therefore, for my own part, content my- 
fdf with having bom my own Teftimony, 
however inconfiderable, in the following Piece, 
t6 the Truth of the Gofpel of Chrifl s only 
adding, and concluding with, the following 
Remarks with ReQ)e£t to Divine Revelation — 
That if any Man is fo abfolutely fare of Him- 
ffclf, as to be able to' declare in thePrefence 
of God, that He has divefted his Mind of all 
Prejudice of all Kinds, efpedally Thofe infpir- 
ed by Senfual Appetites — that he has ufed 
impartially every Means in his Power, of 
Knpwledge, and Information— ^has fought for 
Truth ^th a fincere Afiedio]>«-apd has ap- 
ply'4Jby Prayer ft^r Divine AfBflance, and II- 
f C lumiii:^UOTwv 
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lumination -, — . If fuch a Man ftill remains an 
Unbeliever; He knows his Plea, and muft 
ftand or fall to his own Matter, and Judge- 
But as to fuch unhappy Mortals, tho* to their 
own Apprehenfion the Happieft, who have fo 
far unmers'd themfelves in the Cares and Oc- 
cupations of the prefent Moment, that they 
have not Leifure U) much as to compute the 
Difference between That, and Eternity— Who 
are fb flavifhly attached, and captivated, either 
to Vicious, or to Unprofitable Amufements, as 
to give greater Attention to the Voice of Plea- 
fure, than to the Voice of God — ^Who refufe 
to confider the Pretenfions of Revelation for 
Fear of Gonviaion, and rcjeft the Saviour of 
Mankind, upon the fame Principle, on which 
the Jews rejedted Him, becaufe his Kingdom 
is not of this World — Their Cafe appears terri- 
bly different from That of the former Species 
of Ipfidels — It imports Them highly to reflcdt, 
in Time, upon that Dijfference. 



I am with the fmcerefi RefpeS^ 

My Lord, 

Tour Lord/hip's moji dutijul 
and obedient htimble Servant^ 

E. Weston. 

January 31, 2756. 
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THE 

G)untry Gentleman's 

A D V I C E 

TO HI S 

NEIGHBOURS. 

My good Friends and Neighbours^ 

F'**'*'^**l E I N G defirous, during my necef* 
' SK*?^ \ fary Abfence from ***** to give 

^^j^J^ ^ You fbme Token of myRfimem* 
^s^^^^f^ji brance, fome Proof that my Heart 

is with Y0U3 I thought I could not 
do it better, than in fending You my Opinion, 
and Advice, upon thofe Things, veherein Your 
Ihterefl: is concerned. 

I am perfuaded that none of You can have 
any Doubt of my Inclination to promote it 
upon all OccafionSj and hope I have not pafled 
my Time fo unfruitfuUy amongft You, as that 
You fhc^uld be at a Lpfs to know in what 1 
think it chiefly confifts. 

If I could fuggeft to You any Method of 
improving Your Wordly Subftance, and ad- 
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diijg.tp Your Wealth ooDfiilcntiy viililgood 
Con&cncer I'^ould-T)y: no McaM.\i« fibsMt 
:j4ppn that Hi^; bu^ my prefent Add»& ib 
You has ObJ6<^s of another^ and iofioitdy morr 
vidyabtevKind in View. , :. *. 

, . It IS very true, and I acknowledge :lt 'with 
.PleaJfurf, that You have able and- rdii^ous 
Tcaqhers^ in.Your feveral Pariihc$> and tb^ 
You hear from them, once. every Week> .that 
You rhave a Soul to be faved^ and by .what 
Means it is to htf^foed.. 

.Yet I hope non^ :of You are fb deftitute: 
tl-ue faving Knowledge, as to think, that^le- 
ligion is thei Bufinefs of Your Sundaifs6xAyii6r 
that the great Concern .of Eternity aefcrvta to 
rnbjre than a Seventh Part of Your prefentTime. 
As You c?nw>t be ft) gr»t Eneoiies to lYoivr 
own Welfare,; as to think thus nanowly.of 
Religvpn, You ought, aad.l doubt not udi), 
.trftcem j:hafe. ManE Ypur Friend^, who endonmuss 
to bring -it bom* to Youi by in&rmmg^VtMir 

Underftanding,.. pr at leaft. refreOiing Yofjr 
• Memory, -concerning the feal Duties o^ it^ in 
. b rder to : m^^ . it a : frequent O'bjed . :c€, l^jSSx 

jReflcxions.in. Your .Houfes,m the Fid4^vli 

4^] cc Markets, as; weU aa io; t^e Churchea v?, <:jil 
;; I do not fay that You ihquld thiiik'Of jw* 
thing Elfc but Religion-: fojf then .(»Stu jfii/ 
43ys iipon another pccafigm) nn0 it f^cdkngo 
r vv^ /^f . ^be . IForld. > , But this , I ^y^ :that -iTrfl 
ihovAd So ^cqaftpn^.YRUfjpj&dSutP ,thtXk6&* 

and 



[ail 

airi:Deiign dPpleftfiog God in all Things, dbaC 
Xaa (hoiddi even by Habit, make 72«r the 
Standard of every Thought, every Word, and 
eveiy.Adktt.' ' 

And do not imagine that my applying my* 
ielf to You upon wis Subjedt is owing to any 
Apprdienfion ibzt You have more Oocafion 
dbr fiich Esjioftations than Others : I can 
.^ure You moft fincerdy, that it is not i for I 
^can fay vidth Truth, that I have found You in 
General a Sober, Peaceable, and Uncomipted 
People. . But it is declared by an ApofUe, diat 
4n 'numy things We (^endalh and there is fiirdy 
'NonerrK) very ^od, but that they may receive 
fieoefit j&om Mutual Admonitions. 
.^aYISu are certainly happy in being at fucfaa 
-Diffance from any of uoie great Sinks of Ini- 
'^ityf 'wJbere Ingratitude, and Diire&ed to 
,Oiir ^greateft Benefadtor is faihionable, and 
'Kew^xf our immortal Souls an Accomplilh* 
:xnen%:::¥o« may thank God that the Conta* 
igkid lucB not ¥«t 'reached You. 
f!! It is^ Melanchdy Thing to oonfider, that 
^llSdic&ndrx^Thofe, veho acknowledge their 
rExp^^tion of a Future State, and of thofe 
Rewardi^uCPimifhments, vehichGod hath 
'MDMnted^^will-not yet take fo much Paint, 
4iKflL ealcrtife '£) tench ielf Denial for the ob* 
o|;ujikigv t^e One, and avoiding the Other, dfio* 
^b^eved'Ettinal, as^ they do for procuring to 
«A«a£2^Mrs dbo^ Scglc^ment of fome Momen- 
bnx; ^ary 
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tary Plcafurc, perhaps a Vicious one, or for 
the cfcaping fome Bodily Diftempcr, or oAtr 
Temporary Evil. 

You cannot but be fenfible of the Penrcrfe- 
ncfs and Abfurdity of fuch a Condud, and it 
will need no Reasoning to convince You, diat 
the trae Standard, and Computation of Hap- 
pine&, and Unhappinefs, is the Length, or 
Shortnefs of their Duration. 

Let me advifc You to make this Comparifbn 
the Subjeft of Your frequent Meditation. You 
are, and juftly, anxious about the Fruit and 
Produft of Your worldly Care and Labour ; 
Endeavour to raife in Your Minds the lame 
Sollicitude about the Confequences of all Your 
other Aftions, remembring that the Profit, or 
Lofs, is Eternal. 

I do not propofe to enter here into a parti- 
cular Ddcription of every Point of Chriftian 
Duty, I fhould pay a very ill Compliment, as 
well toYour worthy Minifters, as to Yourfelves, 
in fuppofing You to want Inftruflion therein. 
I would rather excite You to the Pradlice of 
what You already know, than pretend to teadb 
You any Thing, that You do not. 

You know, as well as I, or any Man can tell 
You, What it is to be Hpneft, and Sober, and 
Chart, and Humble, and Meek; You know 
what is Good Nature, and Truth, and Piety.j 
You arc acquainted too, Who it is that expels 
thefe Things from You ;• And what You have 
to hnnCy or to fear from Him, 

With 
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; With this Knowledge, is it poilible to be 
Unconcerned, and Indifiercnt? When Your. 
Thoughts, and Words, and Actions Here, have, 
fuch a Connexion with Eternity, Can Yoit 
take a Step in this World, which will not put 
You in Mind of the Next ? 

Yet, tho' I do not propofe to enunieratCy and 
ipforce to You every Precept of God's^ MoraK 
Law, there are two or three Points, which I 
cannot help mentioning more particularly. 

The Firft is what relates to the Indulgence 
of unlawful Love, which, tho* moft exprefsly* 
prohibited by the Gofpel, is treated by many^ 
in this enlightened Age, and Country, as a. 
flight Offence : And there are Some, who will 
t^ of their own Tran%reffions againfl: thisi 
Divine Lavv, without Remorfe ; and even hoz£b 
of their diabolical Conquefb over Innocence^ 
and Virtue. 

Againft this Crime therefore, I would endea^ 
vour, in an eipecial Manner, to arm Your 
Minds, becaufe there is more than ordinary 
Danger from; Without, as well as from Within; 
fi-oni the Suggeftions of profligate Compani- 
ons, backed, and abetted by Thofe of inward 
Paiiion; 

But confider, or, if You have no Occafion 

Yourifelf for fuch Confideration, make the 

Young People, for whom You niay be con- 

' cerned, as a Father, or Matter, confider, that 

He, who corrupts a Woman, is guilty of a vUe 

Dilhonefty j 
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Difhonefty ; diat he robs fbmeHiiiband of die 
Proper^, which God has allotted him, and of 
die Peace* and Happinefs of his Life ; that 
He brings Diicreditj and Grief upon ibme Pa« 
riier^ Mother, or other Relations -, that he give$ 
Birth perhaps to an Infant, whofe Innocence 
will not proted Him from the Reproaches of 
his Parent's Infamy ; that he ftrips, and plun- 
ders a Fellow Creature of that Virtue, whidi 
ihould fupport Her in this World, and in the 
next ; that He is very probably the Occafion 
of Diflrefs, and Mifery to the Partner of his 
Shame, and very probably too, of. her being 
driven, by that Difh-efs, to an abandoned Pro* 
ftitution } And what elfe can he cxpcCt at the 
Hands of the Righteous Judge, but to be call- 
ed to anfwer, in the laftDay, for the Soul, 
which he has deffa-oyed, and to take his Share 
in the Punifhment of every Sin, of which he 
has been the Occafion ? 

But perhaps, He is not the Corrupter, He 
only follows in the Track of Vice began by 
another : Is he therefore innocent ? Will He, 
diat receives the Stolen Goods, be allowed to 
plead diat he did not Steal Them ? Let this 
Wife Diftinguiftier bring forth his Reaibns} 
Let him fee if he can juftify, before hisMakefi 
and his Judge, the comforting, abetting, and 
encouraging a Fellow SubjeA in Refaiellioix 
againil Him ; the paying the Price c£ Sin, by 
hiring another to commit it^ and the prevent-* 

ing, 



in^y a? mucl^^s in him •Ues^ die rcturp .-oiji 
builty'Sbi^'.'to-God. '" .r\ , ', .^ :.; 

Wnen you,refiedl: upoa .diefe "ihiingSj^ Yp'u 
■will fee very £ilainly the Reaibn, wliy St. p£^l 
has Co pofiiive'ly declared, ^hat • no Adultefer, 
nor Fornicator /hall enter into the Kingdom ^f 
,God. And I hope Your R^e^ion thereupon 
will be iiifficieiit to fcecp You clear from tho^ 
.^t^at Offences. . 

;But .perhaps ftyne ipay thiijk, that if th?y 
keep tp one Woman only, living with her in 
i^ Refpeds as a Hulband with a Wife, tl}e 
^Matrimonial Ceremony may be fafely omitted, 
as i mere human Tnflitution. But^ let fuch 
a^ 'their own Confciences, whetlier ^their i?- 
cfCt Reafoo for omitting that Cere;nbhy, te 
ijpt, that They tnay have the Liberty of fepa- 
i^t^og Thcmiyves, at their pleafure, from the 
ySt'dxDasi, whom they prtitend to regard' as.' a 
Wife i And; if that be the Cafe, Let them ript 
jepreient that Condudt as Conformable to the 
Law of God, \yhich''is founded upon a Refer- 
v^tion to themfelves of a Power to break it, 
whenever they fliall be weary of complyjijg 

wi.th'if. . ' 

B\it Ihefe Irregqlarities are, I hop^, veiy'rare 
■^■pgftUs. ,,":., ■■ "":■-, 

he Thing which I fhall rtext rnentloh to 
i'^nd ''delire to 'Caution Vqu againft, 'is 
^.^^lueh'il ';qf iate, " to the great Grief 

t\^9^''i^. . *V,. - ■- ■• f 

^ D ot 
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bf all good Men, crept into fevcral ToWnS^iff 
Your Neighbourhood. Confidef this onhr lA 
the Light of Worldly Prudence, Can You thank 
it reafonable to hazard What You have earhM 
with the St^eat of Your Brow, by long Laboun 
and Care, upon i^e Chance iof a Moment^ and 
to hazard it pfethaps agailift Thofe, ivhofe Pn> 
feflion is Knavery, and who have no 6ther Sub- 
fiftence but what arifes from the Plunder ctf h 
Your unguarded Simplicity ? Or can You ex- 
pedt Honefty^ and a faithful ManagemeAt tai I 
Youf Cohcerns from Your Sto% attd Servants^ 
if You fuf&r them t& expcrfe themfelves to fo 
great a Temptation ? 

' Look Upon this Pra6Kce in a Rdigiotte View, 
Can there be a greater Imndorality than to ftake 
the Maintenance of Your Wife, and Children^ 
upon the Caft of a Dye, or Turn of a Card ; tft 
play for the future Happinefs of Yourfelf, w 
Neighbour ; and tO' {wM Yourfelf Vdumtairily 
into a Situation, where You muft either ruiii) 
t>r be ruined > and Where> if Yoil have any 
Pleafure, it muft arife from the Grief/ 4rtd Mi- 
ieiy of Your Fellow Chriftian ? 

If there be Drunkennefs amongft You, if 
there be Swearings and Obfcene Halking^ if PiU 
fering amongft the pooter Sort, eipecially flXMft 
^heir Benefactors, and any Species oiDiJhmeft^ 
and Fraudy with regard to Buying, Selling, 
Paying of Rent, Tythes, Taxes, or any other 
Matter, amongft the more Subilantiali Jiiave 

the 
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the^ Heafure of thinking that they are not ycty 
3on)mon]y praAifed in our Country, and {ball 
ihereforie content myielf with exhorting Thofb 
inhapjw P69ple> whoif Cpnfciences may accufc 
hem 01 apy fuph Tran%reffions, to rememberer 
>efbre it is too late, that for all tbefe "Tbingt 
'jrodjhall bring them to Judgment. 

If thefe Reflexirms make the Jmpreflion they 
wgbt upon YoUf and You ar^ deiirous to know 
nore perfeiftly. What Tou Jbould do to bffanied, 
ihe beft Advice which I can give You, is, to 
eek for the Law of God, in the Book of God^ 
md to t:Qqipare Your Behaviour with the RuIm 
aid dovm in the Goipd. 
■r You will there fee what Sort of Obedience 
ifr required by Our J.A)i:d and Saviour, to make 
IS worthy Members of his Kingdom ; that it 
mxSk be a Compliance, not with This, or That| 
ant with aU his Coounands ; That it mufb 
proceed from a purified Heart, purified, as 
Biich as poflible in this Carnal State, from all 
^et Approbation of Sin, — 'and from a fincere 
[>efire of pleafing God, r 

You will fee too, that the promoting this 
Glory of God, this Univerfal Obedience of his 
Creatures to him, was of fo great Coniequence, 
tbat it was the Caufe, why * all Scripture was 
pven^ and one of the great Objects even of the 
Death of Chrift. 
• vAnd You will obferve that, amongft all thofe 

' i# ^ Tki. ifi. i6» j|7. Tit. ii. J4. 
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Commandments of God, what is chiefly infift- 
cd on, as the NetVi the Royal, and the moft 
important Law, is Charity, which I ehufe to 
mention particularly to You, that You may not 
nnderftand it, in that Narrow and Limited 
Scnfe only, to. which our Language commonly 
apply s it) I mean the giving Alms to the Poof, 
(That being in Truth but one Branch of it) 
But may know, that, when You are ordered 
to be Charitabky You are ordered to bear fin- 
Cere Good-Will to all Men, of all Denomind* 
tions, of all Countiys, of all Sefts, and Partys; 
looking upon them, without Diftin<3ioh, as 
Your NeighbourSy forgiving Offences, juftifying 
Characters, difcouraging Scandal, recoholing 
Differences, and fceking all Opportunitiea to 
promote the Welfare, both Temporal and EteN 
nal, of all, with whom You have any Connixioni 
Laftly, You will fee with Joy and Gratitode, 
that to him, who thus fincerely obeys Godi 
delighting in the Performance of his Will, and 
jpreterring his Approbation to all other Things 
whatfoever. Exceeding great and precious Pro- 
mtfes are made, and mat even Everlafting Hap- 
pinefs, an Eternal freight ofGlory^ (as it is ftilcd 
by St. Paul) is refervcd for Tnofci who fhall 
come off Conquerors in this Contention wiA 
the World, with Themfelves, and with the 
great Adverfary of God, and Man; Not. how-- 
c\ er, as due to the Merit of our own impcrffeft 
Performances, but from the free Gift and 

Bounty 
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Bounty of God, in Confidcration of the Death 
and Sacrifice of Our blcffed Saviour, the only 
begotten Son of God, who dyed upon the Crofe 
for our Sins, and gave his Life, as he has him- 
felf declared * a Ranjbmfor Maty. 

Now this being the Cafe, You will not won- 
fifef to find that Faith in Ais great Author of 
bilf Solvation, {viz.) A firm Reliance upon the 
Proihifes of God thro' him, (hould be Ukewife 
required of Us, and that, as Abraham*^ Depen- 
dence upon the Power and Veracity of God, 
fifft to give him a Son, and then to raife that 
tSon from the Dead) both contrary to the com- 
faion Courfe of Nature, was reckoned to him 
Ibr Righteoufnefs, So We too, fhould be re- 
quired to giye Credit (if I may fb fay) to Al- 
mighty God, for the Means of our Reftoration, 
and Reconcilement to him, tho* incomprehen- 
fible to Us 5 and to accept of Happine^ in the 
Way, wherein he is pleajfed to offer it. For if 
You will -f- count the Blood of the Covenant an 
itnbpfy l^ngj how can Yoviht fanBified by it? 
ff You reje<it the Sacrifice, What (hare can Yon 
have in the Attonement ? 

When You have folly confider'd and pon- 
^er'ii in Your Hearts this great and wonderfiil 
Inftance of the Mercy, iind Love of God^ and 
"have added to it all the cither innumerable 
BkflingSj for which we to-e all indebted to his 
Ofacious Providence, You will hardly want the 

• Mfttt XX. 38. Matk X. 45. t Hcb. x. 129* 
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Affiftance even of Scripture^ to teach Yoii, 
he is to be reciprpcally Loved, by his Creamrc^' 
and conftantly Woiihiped by Them, (a»8;.f|tl 
jadored and praifed with humble ThaokigtviD|li( 
in Publick^ and in Private, for his in^nite Good* 
jiefs, and intreated with the devoutieift Pra; 
to continue it to Us, J£ You judge riig^y 
Yourfelf and of HixPs You will think it ^ 
higheft Privileg^^i and Honour, and Cooifbrt^ 
have this Acce& to him thro' Chrifl:, and 
omit no Opportunity of teftifying Your G 
titude, acknowledging Your Dependence^ 
proclaiming Your Truft in him j And m^ 
particularly, if You find any pc<:uliai: Meth 
inftituted by our great Redeemer for our per 
tual Commemoration of what he did, and fi 
ed for Us, (as You will find fuch a One in thi 
Sacrament of the Lprd's Supper) You will not 
be diverted by gny trivial aed yniivorthy 
tences from appearing conflantly there^ %o d 
clare Your Subjedtion, to avow Your Ob}igati 
ons, and to renew Your Engagements, in thP 
Face of the Congregation, to this mcrfl High|; 
moft Powerfid, and m<^ Beneficent Saviour. * 
But i^ upon thus fearchipg the Scriptures, at 
I have before advifed You, in Order to leant 
the Will of God, You fhould be terrified wiA 
the long Catalogue of Duties, and with the P^ 
xialties under wnich they are cnzSted^ If, upon 
comparing the Talk to be performed with Yoop 
own Strength to perform it, Your Heart, fliouli 

faint 
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tttint Within You, fo that You fhould be ready 
ter cry oat, Who is equal to tbefe Tbirt^s? 
ff%e fame Scripture will give You Gomfbrt 
herein alfo, for it will teach You that We arc 
Rot, as formerly, under the rigid Covenant, ei- 
riier of the Adamical, or Mofiucal Law, where 
•very Trarrfgreffion was Fatal, and no Super- 
kaftural AfliuanCe protMfed ; But that the fame 
Btferciful Law^ver, who has aiSgned ever- 
lifting Rewards to Obedience j has given Us by 
the Gofpel Covenant his Holy Spirit to aid 
Us in Obeyingy to dired: Us in the Way, and 
ftrengthen Us in the Purfuit of Eternal Glory. 
Shis is that Spirit of God, that Advocate or 
Comforter, whom Our Saviour promifed to aH 
Believers, theSpirit^ which both raifedHim 
from the Dead, and who will raife Us too, if 
We concur with tis holy Motions, firft from 
*he Death of Sin, and, in God's due Time> 
from the Death of Nature alfo. 
J' But this is not all : The Mercy of God doe^ 
I not ftop here neither. Chriftianity is not more 
fa Law of Faith, and of Practice, than it is a 
Proclamation of Pardon. This is the Good 
News which our Saviour himfelf came to tell 
Us, and which he ordered his Difciplcs to 
cony into all Parts of the World — the Dodrine 
^i Repentance unto Life. . . ' '■ 

» And befides all this. We have a merciful 
Gonftant Interceflbr, ia Gur behalf, at the Right 
HaodofGod, the Same, who created Us, who 

died 
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iKed for Us, and who will hereafter ju^e Us. 
If any Man Sin^ fays St. Johfij We ha'oe am jU* 
vocate with the Father Jejus Cbriji the Righteous^ 
and He is the Propitiation for Our Sins. 

If any one therefore has been fo unhappy as 
to fpend fome Part of his Life in Difobedience» 
or if the Courfe of his Duty be fbmetimes in* 
terrupted by fudden Effects of Surprize and 
Human Paffion, Let him not therefore defp^ 
•of Mercy, but endeavour fincerely to qualify 
himfelf for it, by Complying with the Tenw 
of the Goipel, I mean, by a true and unfeign- 
ed Repentance, which confifls in the Sorraw» 
^nd Shame of having Offended ; in a Change 
of the Mind, and Difpofition, from Evil to 
Good i in a total abandoning of all thpfe I 
Things, wherein We have Sinned; and m 
turning with the whole Heart unto Godj 
humbly imploring Pardon of what is pafl, Ibf ' 
his Sake, who died to obtain that Pardon for 
Us J and begging the Afliflance of his Holy 
Spirit to fecure Us from future Mifcargages. 

If any Man be diflatisfied with this Sketdi 
of Chriftian Duty, and Chriflian Faith-*— If he 
would dired: You to other Mediators between 
God and Man, befides the Man Chrifl Jefus— 
If he would teach You new, and different Me- 
thods of obtaining Reconciliation, and Pardop 
— If he would have You think meanly of Mo- 
ral Virtue, as of no Value in the Sight of God, 
and perfuade You, contrary to the exprefs 

Declaration 
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Declaration of St. Johiy that *He that doesRtgb^ 
teaujnefs is not Righteous ; both multiplying and 
tnagniiying the Terms of Our Salvation, beyond 
what our Saviour, and hi6 Apoflles taught, and 
requiring Angelical Perfeftion of Mortal Man 
— - Or, if he would make You believe, that 
the Spirit of God does not only affift, and 
ftrengthen Us in our Courfe, but does in 
E£k&. run it in our ftead, being the Sole Doer 
of all our Good Deeds, and Performer of all 
our Obedience ; leaving thereby no real Choice 
of Good and Evil in Man, and Confequently 
neither Room for prefent Tryal, nor Equity- 
in Future Judgment— And if he tells You that 
the Operations of this. fame Spirit muft be 
felt, and diftinguifhed witiiin You, perplexing 
Your Minds, with fubtk Queftions of Man's 
Wiidom, about Grace, and Regeneration, and 
Experiences, and Inftantaneous Gonverfions— - 
The heft Advice that I can give You in fuch 
a Cafe, is, to require a Proof of fuch Teachers,' 
as Thefe, that they are not wife above iihat is 
written^ by calling on them to fhew You their 
Doctrines plainly contained in the Word of 
God. And let not any one impofe upon Your . 
Simplicity by the Ufe of hard unfcriptural 
Terms, or by long and difficult Inferences 

?rctended to be deduced from Thence, for 
^ou may be affured, that what is not there 
clearly exprefled, and does not lye open to 

* I Ep. iii. 7 . , > 
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Yoiir Comprehcnfion, can be no Law to You; 
fince it is impoffible that God fhoukl impoie 
any Law upon his Creatures, and make }kit 
Terms of it at the fame Time unintelligible to 
them ; and little lefs than Blafphemy to fup- 
pofc, that the Righteous Judge fhould try Us 
by a Rule, which he has not given Us Cap**^ 
cities either to find Out, or to Uhderftand. ^ 
If indeed any Perfon imagines, that, by fu- 
perior Degrees of Knowledge acquired by the ' 
immediate Impulie and Illumination of the 
Spirit, (which ibmftlay Claim to) he has dif-^ 
covered new and more exalted Rules of Ghri- 
ftian JDitfy, with Reipcdk either to Belief, or 
Pradicc, They may in Truth become oMiga- 
tory upoQ Him> to whom they fhould; tpQl^: 
appear in the Light o£ Dtdies. But let nH. 
that Man pretend ta impoie liis Per^iafip|^f^ 
upon the Confiriences of Others, tili Ibercta 
produce his Credentials from Cod to preach a 
different Golpel from that which You have 
received ; Or, in other Words, till he can give 
You thai . Proof of his particular Infpiration, 
which you have a Right to require, by woriU 
ing Miracfes, as Our Saviour, and his Apofllcj 
did. 
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JDiV Patrii fervate Domum : Servate Nepotes I 

w 

Have heard it obierved^ with great 
Concern, by ibme Serious People; 
as One of the worft Symptoms of 
j^|^^)^[ij| our National Malady, that Nothing 

Grave, and Religious from the 
Prels is favourably received by the Publick ; 
That if an Author would fuit his Produftions 
to the Taft of the Town, He muft employ his 
Pea in Popular Declamations, or Libels upon 
Golremmerit'; That an Immoral Libertine 
Book will recommend itfelf ;^ut if You would ' 
inculcate the Dutys of Piety and Virtue, You 
muft fteal Them, as it were, upon your Read- 
ers, under the favourite Drefs of a Novel, gi- 
ving toMoraUty AejSw^ of Afliftance 
From Fidtion, as Chirity -ifecav^^^ from Mufick. 
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I do indeed remember to have heard, fome 
Years fince, that a creditable Bookfeller of 
this City, being under the Examination of a 
Magiftrate upon Account of a very obfcene, 
and infamous Pamphlet fet to Sale in his Shop> 
and being aiked, whether He fhould like that 
his own Sons,, and Daughters, and Servants 
fhould be entertained with.fuch a pernicious 
Amufement ; His Anfvver was (a very me- 
lancholy One,, if, the Fadt werejtriip) that 
*' Nothing elfe would fell." 

But This was in a Time of Plenty, Peacej 
and Publick Security ; When no general Cala- 
mitys threatned Us with Ruin j No Sicknefii 
or Rot amongft our Cattle ; No Scarcinr, nor 
extravagant Price of Corn ; No Enemy m Pot 
fcflion of any of our Outworks, nor encaoxp* 
ing almoft at our Gates. 

Alia Tempora Alii Mores. . 

It Is faid of the Ifraelites that, when They 
abounded niioft In Temporal Bleffings, '^ They 
forfook the God, that made Them/' ' Is. there 
no Caufc to apply the fame Reproach to the 
People of thefe Nations ? I doubt. it cannot be 
jfaid, There is None. 

But is it poflible that the feme Levity, and 
Though tlcmiefs, the fame vitiated Taft, arid 
Appetite, the fame Profligacy, and Irreligijn 
(liould ////7 continue, and that when *' God's 
Judgments are fo vifibly in the Land, the-FfO- 
nie ilioiild learn no Righteoufnefs ?" . r,.'S. 

Can 
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Can a Man In the utmoil Danger of his 
Life,*— . .: :\ . 

.. . DifiriSlus Enfis Cuifuper imptd 
Cervice pendety^ 

pollute his laft Moments with Debauchery, or 
amufe them with Trifles ? " I can never recon- 
cile myfelf to fuch an abfurd Suppofition. 

A Perfon in Health may ridicule both Phy- 
fician^ and Phyfick : Let him be fuddenly 
feized with fome' threatning Diftemper ; He 
is the firft to apply to them for R'elief. 

You mayjfquander the bcft Days of your 
Life upon Romantick- Adventures, Poems, and 
Plays 5 — You may choofe perhaps . to ; Tkke 
your poor Country into your Proteftion, and 
to qualify yourfelf for it by conning over Poli- 
.tical Dreams, ufelefs Diiputcs, and Unchriftiaa 
Inveftives ; Tefts, Contefts, Monitors ; «— Or, 
You may delight in Something dill lefs inno- 
cent, in feeding the Flame of Vicious Incli^ 
nation with the Fuel of Vicious Writers. Be 
it fo. Yet I will venture to fortell, that, upon 
your Death Bed, if you have any Senfe left. 
You, will call for your Prayer Book, and Bible; 
In the great Danger of our prefent Situation, 
.wfcea pur Whole feeins to be at S take j Our 
:tribertyi pur Property i Our Religion; »— 
. W)ijiU]t Eyeiy , One is accufing his Neighbour, 
Jtod charging perhaps the Judgments of God 
-ufb^H.^the Igporance, Fofly, Cowardice, or 
Corruption of Man ; — To remind You of a 
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very probable Caufe of our Misfortunes, and 
of a true Remedy for our Epidemical lUecdft |rJ 
cannot furely be a thanklcfs, or luacceptable 
Office- :^1 

Will a Mariner or Paffengcr in this Cittern 
cd Vcffel reje(J!t any Hint or Admonitiofti! 
which may tend to it's Prefervation ? WA 
even Thofe at the Helm, if they fhould j^| 
their Skill and Experience baffled, rcfufe. M! 
look up to that great Pilot, who fleers ihii, 
very Earthj and the Seas ? / . . .r, 

The Pious Difcourfcs of a very venera$tej 
^and worAy Prelate now living, his ^fl^^^ 
onate Exhortations to Virtue, his free ReproOTL 
of Sin and Infidelity, and above all his Unl;^j 
anfwered, and Unanfwerable Defence of Dt^ 
vine Revelation, have been recdved even by 
this Age, v^rith uncommon Applauie. No 
Book in our Times has had a larger Sale. 
Are We to attribute This PubliclcTeftimony 
to the Judgment, or to the Religion of thcfe 
Nations? For my own Part, I cannot bat ; 
regard it as an Aufpicium Melioris Mvi^ and . 
indulge Myfelf in the Pleafure of thinkingij: 
that Such a declared Approbation of Mankind .v 
in Favour of Such a Book, has been bviff^ig;/ 
as much to the eminent Piety, which adorns 
the Writings of that great Chiiitiaa Teadbgr ^ ^ 

" ts 
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!d to thie genctal. Prejudice of the Worid in. 
tehalf of his Superior Ability. • ' 

I may very prcAably be miftaken, in the 
nference I draw from the foregoing Confide- 
itiofls^ But, be That as it Will > They are 
tv^y as have induced Me, under Difcoura- 
^g indeed, but I hope not Deiperate Cir- 
i)taiftaBees, to exppfe Myfelf to the fuppofed 
lidtcule of i Loofe Generation, -^ to apply 
ai&er t6 the Confcience, than to the Taft o£ 
tiy Countrymen, — to preach Repentance wrf 
f the Pulpitj-'-^uid to invite my Ndghbours 
o a Faji^ at this Time, rather than to a Fea/l. 
rhe Seaibn .of this Latter too may ristum. 
Gisd grant We may live to fee. it 1 May He, 
who has now drawn overtJs the dark, and 
iaimzl Curtain of Diflrefs, make the joyful 
Sun of his Mercy nib again upon our Nation I 
For in thy Handt O Cordt is every Diipen- 
fiitipn— 

7hm alfo madejl the ISfigbty 
Maker Omnifote?it, and fbm the Day / 

We aH remember with what a Sferious So- 
lemnity die Day of Humiliation, appointed 
Irf" bur Superiors, was kept a Twelve-month 
findej-^ii^ 'How our (Churches were crowded 
\i^ Btit^li^ ; ^ — With what Attention the 
MJififttw of the Golpcl were heard^^ 

Tfici Devotion of our Nation was thep ex- 
citSS^^ly thciudHcn terrible Deftrudtioh of a 

great 
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great Trading City. Many would have ex- 
cluded the Finger of God from any Share in 
that Fatal Calamity : But the General Senti- 
ment, and Vote of Mankind appeared on the ^ 
other Side of the Queftion, acknowledging a 
dreadfuU Connexion between Sin and Judg- 
ment, 

We have efcaped the Danger, which Wc 
then appreiiended. Are there no other Ter- 
rors of the Lord? Or, if there be, CanWc 
rely either upon our -Strength, or upon our 
Innocence to fecure Us from them ? 

Thofc, who are verfed in Hiftory knoWi 
that it has been a Univerfal Perfuafion among 
the Nations, that Publick Diftreffes, Pefti- 
lences. Famines, and. Unfuccefsful Wars wW I 
owing to the Anger of the Deity, and to be ? 
expiated by Prayer, and Sacrifice. 

Dominam potentem • . 
Stipplicibus fupera Votis — was the Lan- 
guage of Pagan Piety. 

If You look into Scripture, You will meet 
with frequent Inftances of the Pra£kice, and 
- as frequent Ones of the good Succcfs, of Faft- 
ing, and Supplic^ition. You will fee the Up- 
lifted Arm of Vengeance withdrawn — The 
Peftroying Angel recall'd — And the meft 
abandoned Offenders refpited, upon Confcflfion, 
: Humiliation, and Return to God. 

'\ S^anaify Ye a Faft : Gather the EHcrs, 
and all the Inhabitants of the Land intct Ae 

Houfe 
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Houfe of the Lord Your God : And Cry unto 
the Lord'' was' the Command of the God of 
Ifracl.' But That was not all. ** With your 
Weeping, and Mourning, and Fading, Turn 
Ye to Me, with all your Hearts : And rend 
your Hearts,' and not your Garments'* was 
Part of the Same Divine Injunftion. 

Has the Whole of it been comply 'd with 
by Us ? — It is true We were all gathered into 
the Lord's Houfe : We cryed unto Him : We 
fafted, and wept, and mour;ied. But did We 
turn with our whole Hearts to God ? Has 
tfiere been any National Reformation? Are 
^We become more Virtuous, and more Reli- 
gious ? Better Men, and Better Chriftians ? If 
not ; what Reafoh have We to be furprized, 
*or to complain, if our AfHi(5tioris are increas- 
ed, — if the Enemy has prevailed more and 
more, — if the " Mercifull, and Gracious God 
has not yet repented Him of the Evil." To 
afk Pardon for what We will not fcrfake : 
To Faft for Wickednefs which We intend to 
pcrfcverc ito, is a mere Mockery of the Al- 
mighty : It is making our Incenfe an Abomi- 
nation^ and our very Prayer a Sin. 
- - I do not mean to ftand forth as an Accufer 
•irf my Brethren, or an Aggravator of National 
jOuilt. Let Things be viewed in the moft 
favourable Light. Multitudes, without doubt 
. mnain, who fincerely worfhip and ferve God. 
" Seven Thoufand (yea and Seventy and Seven 

F Tho\3iasv4\ 
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Thoufand) who have not bowed the Knee to 
Baal." Yet the publick Voice of Mankin4 
complains of Ungodlinefs, and Vice : Of an 
Unruly and Refraftory Spirit ; Of a Negledl of 
all Ordinances Divine, and Human. 

Fewj however, in Proportion, it is to be 
hoped, are arrived at extreme Degrees of Pro^- 
fligacy. But, Too Many content Themfelves 
with not being amongft Thofe Few. The 
Bulk of Mankind is cheated into Sin by Com* 
pliance with corrupt Fafliions, and are fatiisfied 
with finding Themfelves in the Majority. 

There are Degrees in Virtue too. If a Se^ 
yere Inquifition be made. Will any One living 
pretend to PerfeSion ? If We are under the 
Chaftifement of Providence for our PubUck 
and Private Vices, and Reformation be thercr 
fore neceflary, Who is there that will fay He 
has contributed Nothing to the Complaint? 
Who is there that can contribute Nothing to 
the Cure ? 

9 

Are We to wait for a Miraculous Conver- 
iion ? Or fliould We exped it at the Handf 
,of our Governors Spiritual and Temporal? 
Vain, and Unreafbnable Expectation 1 How 
can Authority and Law reform Us, wbeij the 
general Contempt of them Both is the very 
Thing to be reformed ? 

What is then to be done ? .Why> if Wc 
think, as furely We ought to think, that the 
Nation fuifers by National Guilt, litt Every 

Man 
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Man impartially confider how much heliim- 
felf adds, or has added, to the Publick Stock 
of Immorali^, and Irreligion. Let him begin 
by amending there : And if he has any Influ- 
ence over others^ Let him employ it aU in the 
Caufe of Virtue : And inftead d buying the 
Confciences of Men with his Gold» and pay- 
ing the Wages of Iniquity, Let him endeavoul: 
to check, fo far as his Credit extends, the 
Progrefs of that infamous TrafEck, which has 
corrupted, and debauched every Corner of the 
Country, Ipread Idlenefs, and Vice oyer the 
Face of the Land, dn4 brought Us to the 
very Gates of Ruin : And let him be afTured, 
that, by fuch a Conduct, He is at once pro- 
moting his own Intereft, and That of hi$ Pos- 
terity y The Service qf his Country, 'and of 
his God. 

Perfqnal Re&>rmation 19 certainly in the 
Power of ev^ary Individual, But it is a Plant 
of flow aqd difficult Growth, requiring the 
Nurture of Example, as well ^s Precept, There 
are Thofe amongft Us, \VJhofe very Abftinence 
from Vice would make Multitudes Virtuous. 
What might We not hope for, if Men in the 
higheft Stations declared for God Almighty ? 
^ When our Governors call upon Us to faft, 
and mourn for Our Sins, it is to be fuppofed 
that T^y pradice moft confpicuoufly Them- 
.^lve$^ Wiliat They fo properly recommend to 

the 
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the People. It may be juftly faid to Them 
Vpon this Occafion ■ ■ 

Si vis Mejkre^ dolendum eji 
Primum Ipji Ttibi. 
I£ You would have me weep, You muft fct 
me the Example. 

- This Confideration is very extcnfive. What 
I (hall add upon the Subjedt, at prefent, is only 
This, (and I fay it without any Thought cither 
ofCenfure, or Flattery ) That a Prime Minifter 
in any Kingdom, who fhould diftinguifh him- 
felf by frequenting the Publick Worfhip cf 
*God, and who fhould dare to ferve Him like* 
wife by private Devotion in his own Family; 
Who fhould confider himfelf as One of the 
Chief Magiftrates of the Republick, intruded 
as well with the Moral, and Religious, as with 
the Political and Commercial Interefls of it ; I 
—Who fhould have fufficient Courage openly 
to rejed: an Immoral Candidate for a Place, 
upon Account of his Immorality, making Vir- 
tue, and Religion the Path to Honour, and Pro- 
fit 5 — Such a Minifler mufl, at all Times, be 
cfleemed a Blefiing from God to a Nation : But, 
in a Seafon, like die Prefent, of great, and im- 
minent Dangers to the Commonwealth, I couM 
Jee him in no other Light, than That of i 
Friend, a Benefaftor, a Good Genius to Eveqf 
one of his Fellow Subjects ; an Angel of PeaoCi 
and Safety ; of Reformation, — I had alooioi^ 
faid of Refurreftion,— to his Country* 
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TO THE 



READER. 




HE following Litter 
was written, as you majr 
fee by the Date, which 
is a real one, and by feveral parti- 
cular Parts of it, feveral Months 
lince. Upon the Repeal of the 
AA, which gave Occafion to it, the 
A 3 Author 
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Author had at firft no farther 
Thoughts of troubling the World 
with his Speculations. But upon 
refle<9ing that the Arguments 6f 
the Religious Kind, againft that 
Aft, to which alone his Work is 
confined, were not Thofe which 
determined the Legiflature to re- 
peal it, tliere Appear^ {o much the 
lefs Objedion to the doing of it j 
and the Hopes that his Endeavours 
to ftate the QUfeftion,- Religioujly 
and Morally coti^dertd, in its true 
i^ight, might ftM poffilily be of Ibme 
iJTe, towards feAifyiiig ihfe tmfcrip- 
tural and uncharitable Notions of 
ttiany, whdie Objediohs did realljr 
|)r6ceed fix>m Gcmfcience; towards 
•' vindi- 
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vindicating the Charader of tliofe, 
whofe Condu<^ with Relpe6t to. 
the paffing of that Law, has been 
traduced, as inconfiftent with their 
Profeflion and Engagements : and 
above all, which God grant it 
may, towards awakening fbme, in 
whofe Power it may be to contri- 
bute greatly, by their Example at 
leaft, to the very neceflary Work of 
public Reformation; thefe Hopes, 
I fay, and thefe Motives only, have 
induced the Author to publifli, 
thus late, and out of their proper 
Seafon, the Confiderations contain- 
ed in the following Pages. 
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Dear Sir^ oa. 30, 1753. 

' Letter from a Layman on a 
Queftion of Religion, and from 
a Perfon long buried in Retire- 
ment on a Point of National 
Concern, may poffibly be fome Surprize to 
you. 

Bdt as there are Situations in Politics, 
where Neutrality m a Lover of his Coun- 
try 
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try would be criminal; fo in Matters of 
Religion, Queftions may arife, where, in a 
Friend to Truth, Silence would be unjufti- 
fiable. ' 



. TiTE Point now in Agitation concerning 
the Admiffion of the 'Jems^ appears to me 
in that Light : And I muft own to you 
that I am not without a Wifli of being in- 
ftrumental in remioving thofe falfe Colour- 
ings and Difguifes, under which the Truth 
is involuntarily obfcured, or voluntarily mift 
rcprefented. 

. You will judge by this, that whatever I 
have to fay upon the Subjeft, though ad- 
drefled to You in particular, is defigned for 
other Readers too; and I will not deny, that 
I mean it for the Confideration of the Pub- 
lic, if it has the Fortune to pafe firft under 
yours with Approbation. 

With regard to the Parts of this Quef- 
tion, which are purely Political, or purely 
Commercial, I have no Intention to enter 
into them : I have not fufficient Materials 
for doing it. As to the Religious Part, I, 

and 
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and every Man have them, fince the Scripr- 
tures of the Old and New Teftament, con- 
taining the Word of God, are open to 
All. 



And I ahi perfuaded it muftraifethe 
higheft Indignation in your Mind, and ih 
the Minds of all ferious Men^ to hear that 
holy Word fo irreverently proftituted, as^ it 
has been upon this Occiafion 5 to fee ChriC- 
tianity itfelf prefled irito the Service of Fac- 
tion, and the moft profligate of Mortals be- 
come the moft zealoiis Advocates of Reli- 
gion. 

B u T the Indecencies of drunken Mobs, 
and the Malice of feditious Scriblers, muft 
be left to the Animadvfcrfion of the Magif- 
trate. The warm but uninformed Zeal of 
Thofe who mean ConviiStion, and riot Con- 
fulion, deferves andther Treatment; and 
where Argument appears, it fliould be an- 
fwered by Argument^ 

Now, as amidft a Multitude of bold, 

but felfe Affertions, of fenfelefs and difinge- 

nuous Calumnies, of impious Abufes of the 

Language, 
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Language, and Pcrverfions of the Senfe of 
Scripture, fomething of the reafoning Kind 
too has been alledged, and fome Attempts 
made to condemn the late Aft of the Legi- 
flature upon Chriftian Principles, I thought 
it might be of fome Ufe, to thofe at leaft 
who want Leifure to do it for themfelves, 
to examine how far the Admiflion of the 
Jews into our Community may be confif- 
tent with, or repugnant to our Duty and 
Obligations, as Chriftians. 

The Arguments which I have met with 
to prove it inconfiftent, may, I think, be 
reduced to the four following. 

I. T H A T it is counteracting the Decrees 
of God, whofe Will appears, by the Pro- 
phecies, to be, that, for die Puni(hment of 
their Difobedience, they fhould remain in a 
State of Difperfion, without any fixed Set- 
tlement. 

II. That it is giving Countenance to 
the Crucifiers of our Lord and Saviour, to 
the Accurfed of God ; whom, inftead of 

cherifh- 
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cheriftiing and inviting, we ought to rqcft 
and abhor. 

III. That it is receiving and nnrfing 
op to our own Deftrudtion, the bittereft 
Enemies of our moft holy Religion. 

IV. That it tends to the Corruption 
of our own People to incorporate with diem, 
the moft corrapt and abandoned Nation on 
Earthy in Point of Morality. 



Now firft, as to Prophecy; I believe 
the Generality of thofe, who ufe this Argu- 
ment, have a Notion, that the Scriptures 
of the New, as well as of the Old Tefta- 
ment, are full of clear Predictions concern* 
ing the Difperfion of the Jews into all 
Countries, fubiequent to the Deftrudtion of 
yerufalem^ and the long Continuance of it; 
whereas in Troth, I believe it will be hard 
to find any * one Text in the New Tefta- 

ment, 

• I know but one, (which is Ijuke xxi. 24.) where 
Ae Difperiion is indeed foretold, and the Continuance 
of it, till the Tiaie9 of the Gentiles be fulfilled, im- 
pjied. 
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menti explicitly foretelling it, and perfiaps 
not very eafy to feleft and diftinguifti fuch 
of thofe in the Old, as relate to this latter 
Di^rfion, from fuch of them as fpeak of 
that only, which was confequential upon 
the fevcral Captivities, antecedent to the 
coming of the Mefliah. For it is plain 
from the Gofpels, Ads, and Epiftles, 
that, though the Jewijh Nation did then ftill 
fubfift, and the Sceptre was not abfolutely 
departed from Judaby yet there were even 
at that Time, Multitudes of Jews difperf- 
cd and fcattered over all the Earth. 

But admit the Prophecies to be clear 
and explicit with reipedt to the Difperfion 
now fubfifting, (and I do indeed think that 
feveral of them are to. be fo underftood) yet 
ftill what relation have they to the prefent 
Qucftion? In order to be applicable to 
that, they muft be fuppofed to relate to the 
ieparate Eftablifhments of Individuals, and 
to declare that no fingle Jew fliall ever have 
one in any Foreign Country whatfoever. 
But he muft furely be either a very inatten- 
tive, or a very much prejudiced Reader of 
the Bible^ who can interpret it in this Senfc> 

and 
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and thofe, who are acquainted with Jewijb 
Hiftory know, that fince their final Dilper- 
fion under Adrian^ they have aftually had, 
both in 'the Eaft and Weft, large and exten- ^ 
five Settlements, with their Synagogues, 
Courts of Juftice, and even Princes and Pa- 
triarchs at their Head ; not to mention the 
innumerable ones of wealthy Traders in al* 
moft every trading City in the World. If 
this then were the Meaning of the Prophe- 
cies, they would deferve no Attention, be- 
bg already falfified in a thoufand Inftances 
by the Event. Confequently we could not 
counteract the Decrees of God in contribut- 
ing to defeat their Completion, fince they 
would in Truth, by being liable to be fo de- 
feated, be proved to be no Decrees of God at 
all. 

A N p upon this Occafion, I cannot but 
flop to take Notice of the Con tradition, in- 
to which thefe popular Declaimers fall; 
who, whilft they fo kindly take the Pro- 
phecies into their Protediori, do themfelves 
totally in EfFed difcard them. For they 
fuppofe on one Hand, that they contain the 
immutable Decrees of God, and on the o- 
tber acquaint you with tbeir Concern, left 



[i6 ] 

they fliould be defeated by Men. " It is itn^ 
pious, fay they, to naturalize the "JewSy be- 
caufe the Prophecies declare that they (hall 
continue vagrant, and have no Eftablifli- 
ment :** Yet the fame People, in the next 
Breath, exprefs the greateft Apprehenfion,^ 
left we fliould give them one, and left, in 
Confequence^ of it, they fliould treat us, as 
their Anceftors did the Canaanites^ and fet- 
tle themfelves here in our Room. 

But in the mean while the true Import 
of thofe Prophecies, is either through Igno- 
rance overlooked, or through Diflionefty 
concealed. I faid before, that feparate Efta- 
bliftiments of Individuals in any Country, 
could not be inconfiftent with them, and I 
might have added, that no Settlement of 
any Numbers of that People, in any Parts 
of the Globe, exclufive of their own origi- 
nal Country, would in the leaft contradict 
thofe Predictions. I will be bold to fay, 
that whoever ferioufly attends to the whole 
Series of G o d Almighty's Difpenfations to- 
wards the Jewijh Nation, from the Begins 
ning, comparing his Threatnings and his 
Promifes, his Judgments and his Mercies, 

towards 
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towards them ; as well thofe alrciady execut- 
ed, as thofe whofe Execution is ftill de- 
pending, or deferred ; will fee at)undant 
Reafbn to be convinced that the Punifh- 
ment of the Jews^ as a People, confifts in 
their Separation £rom the Land of Pronnfe, 
in the Deftrudtion of their City, Temple, 
and Civil Government, as exercifed in JU'- 
iacy whilft God permitted them to conti- 
nue a Nation, under his own theocratical 
Superintendency.. . There was a Difperfion^ 
as I before obferved, in and before the Tinode 
of our Saviour. But it was by no Meai« 
like the prefent Difperfion : For their Tpm^ 
pie and City did then, ftill fubfift, and weie 
annually vifited by Multitudes from all Parts. 
Such was their Affedion for their original 
Country, and for the City of their God I 

Neither does it appear that whilft they 
could have the Privilege of complying with 
their Law in that Particular, thefe Strangers 
were looked on, upon Account of their 
Difper0on, as under God's I^ifpleafure, any 
more than they who had their conftant Re-; 
fidence in Judaa. 

B But 
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But in the Time of the feventy Years 
Captivity it was otherwife. Their Punifh- 
xnent, as a Nation, during that Term was 
the £utte, as iince the Deftradion of their 
City by Titus. With regard to Pardculars 
indeed, it fell moft heavily, in both Cafes, 
upon the Generations which had ^ven the 
CMfence, and was attended, as ieems jofl^ 
in refped of Perfonal Safibrlngs, with fiich 
CSrcumftances of Diftrefs and Mifery, as 
wore not, upon that Occafion, bdther 2St 
now, experienced by their rttpb&ite J>> 
ftendants. It is trae, that in the Babyhmjh 
Captivity, they had a kind of fepantte Po- 
Kty and Government indulged to them \f^ 
their ConqiiJa^or and Mafter: But thdr 
Temple was no more : They ccfuld hot «- 
fort as before to the Houfe of the Lord. 
"Hence thofe bitter Lamenta:tions of Nebe- 
^miaby Jeremiah, and Daniel^ and thofe moft 
ardent Prayers'both of them and others for 
a Reftoratioh. 

- In Trath, Sir, the Connection of that 
People with the holy Promiied Liand, which 
was ^^ven for a Pofleffion to Abraham and 

bis 



jus Seed for ever, has fomething in it to my 
Apprehenfion very ^Ktraordmary and re- 
markable. It is a Connection, the Impor- 
tance and Value of which may be traced 
through all the Books from Genefis ,to the 
ILmelations ; a Connection magnified by the 
Trophets, and adored by the People ; re- 
gretted mbft bitterly when broken, and tri- 
umphed in v/hen reftored. It is the Sub- 
jefl: of Gop^Alniigbty's Favour, and of 
Ids Anger, of his Rewjards, and of his Pu- 
nifhm^nts. It extends iirom the Time of 
Jtbrabam to that of ^itm 5 ^nd when oncp 
more renewed, as renewed it mufl: be, may 
perhaps out-live the prefeat Syftem, and,gp 
beyond the ;^fov»5 aicw;«^, qr Time divided 
into Ages, mentioned in the New Tefta- 
ment. 

Rasljxm (this fhoct Digreffion, if it ht 
one, which 1 entered into for <f he Sake of 
^ving fimie i{dea to thoie, who may not 
have-cefUsSbed on thefe Things, of the Light 
in which a -Separation of the yewi/h Na- 
tion fraoa ithe Land given to their Fore-^fa- 
4hers,:andrfn:pmifed ito cheir Pofterity, ought 
to be confidered ; aqd fo.explaining in what 

B 2 Senie 
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Senfe the Predidlions which threaten them 
with a Auta^o^cty or Difperiion, ought to 
be underflood. 

And that this, viz. their Separation from 
the Holy Land, is the true Senfe and Mean- 
ing of them, might be proved, if it could 
need any Proof to thole who read and com- 
pare the Scriptures, from fuch of the Pro- 
phecies which foretel their ReiUtution. For 
when G o D is pleaied to declare, that He 
will return from his fierce Anger towards 
them and remember Mercy, what is it He 
then Promiies ? Is it to give them Houfes 
and Lands, or Governments, or whole Coun- 
tries; or to coUeft, unite, or rc-eftablifli 
them as a Nation, in any other Part of the 
World except Judaa ? ' By no Means. -rit 
is thither only that all the Prophecies con- 
ipire in recalling them. To bring them 
back from the four Winds to the Land of 
their Fathers, to convert, and put them a- 
gain in Poffeffion of Jerufalem^ and the 
holy Mountain : This is the true End of the 
Difperfion; the Revocation of the Decree 
of dieir National Punifhment j the Comple- 
^ tion of every Prophecy. 

Now 
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Now doubtlefe to endeavour by any Adt 
of ours to fruftrate the Counfels pf G o d ; 
to colledt thofe whom He has fcattered, or 
to give a Settlement where He has refufed 
it, would be, though impoiiible in the Ex--' 
ecution, moft ex^cr^bly impious in the In- 
tentlopt But till we iet about the Rebuild-* 
ing of Jerufalem and the Temple, attempt* 
ing to aft over again the Sin of the apoflate 
Emperor j till we endeavour to rcftore the 
Sacrificial Worftiip, in Contradidion to the 
Prophecy, whi?h %s expreffly that from 
the Time of the McflSah the Sacrifice and 
Oblation Jhall ceafe ; we cannot, in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, be liable to that grievous 
Accu&tion. For, I repeat it once more, that 
whatever Privileges or Immunities may be 
granted to yews^ either Individuals, or in 
colledive Bodies, whatever Eftates, or even 
whole Territories, they might come to poC- 
fels in the Land of the Gentiles ; the Jewi/h 
Nation can, in the Scripture Senfe, have no 
Eftabliftiment but in Judaa^ neither can 
the judicial Difperfion of that People be 
concluded, by any Incorporation of any 
Numbers of them with others, or any Con- 

B 3 gre^ation^ 
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gregation, Union, or Settlement of them- 
M^cSy in awy ochcr Country whatfoever un* 
der Heaven. 

It hafi been cfejefted to^ H*e by a very 
learned and ingcnidus Friend, npon confi- 
dering what I have advanced under this 
firftHead, 

Tfi^ That I lay it down too genwalfy 
tfa&t the only Pmudiment of the JX^per&on 
confifts in the Exclofion from the Land ef 
Promifc, for that the Difperfion itfetf into 
aU Nations is a Punifhment. 

2dfy, That if the whole Nation of the 
Jews now difperfed all over the WorH, 
could be colleftcd into any one Country 
whatfoever, though not their own*, there 
would be an End of the Difperfion, dtftmff 
from the Reftoration foretold by the Pro- 
phets ; and confequendy, that fomething be- 
fides the Reftoration of the Jews to Judaa 
might put an End to the Difperfion. 

To the firft I anfwcr. That whether you 
confider the "Jewi Nationally, or as Indivi- 

. duals, 
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duals, I believe it will be found that the 
Punifhxnent ariiing properly from the Dif^ 
perfion, is no other thaa that of Exclufion 
from their own Country, As a Nation, In 
what is the DUperfion a Punifhmen^ ta 
thenx? Does it not confift ibldy in th^ 
Diffohition of their Civil ^d Reli^ous Cpn- 
ftitution ? or in other Words, in their Ex- 
cluiion from, and the greater DifEicalty of 
recovering the Pofleflion of the Land of 
Promife, where alone that Conftitution could 
tahe Place, conformably to its original Efb- 
bliihment by the Law of Mbfes ?.iP~As In** 
'dividuals, I do not fee that the Diiperfion^ 
taken by itielf, is any Punifliment to them 
at all. If a Jew lives happily with his Fa- 
mily, Relations, Friends, and Countrymen 
in Europe^ it is not nece^ily an AfHidtion 
to him that many of his Brethren are fcat^ 
tered up and down through Afia and jime-- 
rtca. If he be ierious and confcientious, and 
a Lover of his Nation, he will indeed refled): 
with Grief upon their Exclufion from the 
Country given for an Inheritance to their 
Forefethers, and will perhaps find himfelf 
not very much difpofed to Jing the Song of 
Sim in a Jirange Land. This Grief does 

B 4 indeed 
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indeed arife from the Difperfion, but it arifes 
from it confidered purely in the Light of an 
Exclufion. On the other Hand, if a Jev)^ 
or any Number of Jews be under Contempt, 
Oppreffion, Perfecution, in a Foreign Coun- 
tiy, you may confider them, if you pleafe, 
as in a State of Punifhment; but it is a Pu^* 
nifhment which has no neceflary Connec- 
tion with the general Difperfion of their 
Nation. 

But it. may be faid in fupport of this firft 
Obje&ion, that Exclufion and Difperfion 
are two very different Things ; that the« 
being driven from one Place, is not the fame 
as being fcattered through all Places ; and it 
may be afked, If Difperfion be not in itfelf 
a Punifhment to the ^ews^ why is it fo often 
and fo diftinftly predicted by the Prophets ? 
Now that it is not a Punifhment, confidere4 
feparately from the Exclufion, which con- 
tains the Idea of a DiflTolution of their Civil 
and Religious Confritution, I have endea- 
voured above to fhew. And my own Nor 
tion is, (in which perhaps I may err) tha( 
the Difperfion of the "Jews is to be looked 
upon as a Thing only in ordine ad, or as a 

Means 
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Means of edfeQing and (ecuring the Conti- 
nuance of the Exclufion, which is in Truth 
the capital Point, and properly fpeaking, the 
penal Part of thp Difpeniation. I iibe this in 
the £ime Light as I do wh^t happened at 
Babel: The Meafure there was Divifion^ 
the Means a Confufion of Tongues. God 
Almighty xni^t have brought Things to 
pafs in other Ways ; but^ humanly ipeak- 
ipg, if, in this Jnftance, the Language had 
continued the fame, thq People had ponti- 
nued together; and if, ^tt the other, the 
Jewi/h Nation had been tranfplanted in a 
Body into ifome one other Region, they 
would have been fo much the lefs afiedled 
with the Lofs of their National Conftitu- 
tion, and have lefs feverely felt the Marks 
of their Reprobation : their Pride and Self- 
fufficiency had encreafed, and their Conver- 
fion become confequently more difficult: 
They might even have attempted, by the 
Strength of fo great a I^eople, the Recovery 
of their antient Inheritance, though with as 
vain an Ambition, as was indulged by our 
Chriftian Anceftors, of putting a Stop to 
the treading down of Jerufalem ^ the Gen-- 

tiks. 
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tiles. Or, if that had failed, they m^t 
have thought of building themfelves a new 
City, and a coumcrfcit Ten>ple ; might 
have anointed a King to reign over them» 
fitting upon a different Throne from that of 
David, and have tranfj^anted inta another 
Country the local Ordinances of the iacrifi- 
cial LaW) with an im{»ous Hope of conti^ 
nning both the Sceptre and Oblation in Ju^ 
daby beyond the Time of the coming and 
departure of Sbileb. 

To the fecond Otyeftioo, I lay> firft, that 
it IS true fuch a general Aifembling of the 
whole Jewijb Nation into one Place^ would^ 
ftridly fpeaking) put an End t6 the Dilper* 
fion» fince it is evident, that nothiiig can be 
both coUeSed and difperfed at the fame 
Time ; but> fecondly, I mufl obferve, that 
the Thing is morally impoffible to be efiedt- 
cd by the Power of Man ; and efpecially if 
it be o^iidered, that it is not the Defcen- 
dants of the Tribes of Judab and Bet^amin 
only, but of all the ten Tribes, which muft 
be drawn together, before the Difperfion 
can properly, and in the Senfc of Scripture 
be ikid to be ended. It is G o d only who 

can 
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can bring this Event into being : It is He 
who fcattered^ that muft and will gather ; 
but when he does io gather ^m^ if' the 
Prophecies are true, it will be in order to 
their Reftoration : It will be to fulfil thofc 
Prophecies, not to defeat them. As it is 
therefore plainly not poffible that the Jews 
fhould be fo unjverlally drawn together for 
any other Purpofe but that of their Refto- 
ration, it is of no Significancy to enquire 
what EfFeft would be produced by a Thing 
which cannot exift ^ and for the feme Rea- 
fon I cannot look upon the above Olgedion 
as affefting any Aflcrtion of mine in the 
foregoing Pages, fince I cannot be ftippoied 
to put, or be anfwerable for impoffible 
Cafes. 

But though I have above admitted, that 
a general Re-union of all the Jews at any 
one Time exifting, would put an End to 
their Diiperfion ^ and fuppofed, that fudh an 
ending of the Diiperfion would contradift 
thofe Prophecies, which make it continue 
till the final Reftoration, I mufi: here add, 
that it was only in Compliance with the 
Stridtnefs of Speech, according to which 
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the two Terms of Union and Difperfion re- 
ciprocally deftroy each other; for I muft 
own that I am not myfelf yet clear, that iq 
the Scripture Senfe they might not fubfift 
together. What I mean is, that the "Jews 
muft ftill be confidered as a fcattered Peo- 
ple, fcatteredy as Sheep having no Shepherd^ 
as long as they continue unponnci^d by 
the Tie of their original Conftitution under 
the Theocracy, which feems confined to 
the Land of Judaa, the Country which 
O o D had peculiarly cbofen for a Habitation 
for hifnfelf the Place ivbere bis Gkry dvoel-r 
led \ and in confequence of that Notion, I 
apa apt to look upon their Difperfion, as fo 
infeparably united by the Prophecies with 
their Exclufion from the holy Land, that, 
as the latter cannot, in the Nature of the 
Thing be concluded, whilft the former fub- 
fifts, fo neither can the former be properly 
faid to be at an End, fo long as the latter 
continues. 

• 

But to apply the Objedtion above confi- 
dered more particularly to our prefent Quef^ 
tion 3 viz. Whether the Naturalization of 
y^i in Engknd be confifte^t or incpnfiftent 

with 
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with the Prophecies: Let us admit, for Ar-^ 
gument fake, fuch an univeriai Re-union of - 
the Jewijh Nation, as is before defcribed, 
to be pradicable^ admitting too that an 
Endeavour to efFed it would be an Endea- 
vour to defeat thofe Prophecies ; ftili that 
has nothing to do with the Admiflion of 
them here ; nor is there any Similitude be- 
tween extending the Enjoyment of fome of 
the Privileges of a particular Community to 
certain Perfons of that Nation, under parti- 
cular Qualifications, and fubmitting to be 
governed by the Laws of that Community, 
and a general brmgmg together from the 
four Winds, of all the "Jews wherefoevcr 
difperfed throughout the known^ and per- 
haps the unknown World, and re-eflablifli- 
ing them as a feparate Nation* 

But fhall we then give Countenance and 
Protection to, fliall we admit and incorpo- 
rate amongft us, the Crucifiers of our Lord 
and Saviour, the AccurfedofGod? Arid fhall 
we not thereby render ourfelves Partakers 
of their Guilt, and draw down upon our 
own Heads a Share of their Curfc ? 

Give 
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Give me leave to confider thefe two A|>- 
pellattoxis ieparately. 

And as to the former, I fay firft of all, 
that the Argument drawn from it would 
prove too much 5 for it would oblige us not 
only to give no new Invitation to Foreign 
Jews, but even to drive out of our Coun- 
try all thofe who are already fcttied in it, 
and even fuch as by Birth have acquiied a 
legal as well as a natural Right to -continue 
Members of our Conununity. 

And fecondly, I defire leave to afk thefe 
angry Chrifldans a Queftion or two in my 
Turn. Has God Almighty any where in 
Scripture forbidden us to harbour and be- 
friend thefe Defcendants from that Genera- 
tion of Men, fome of whom cracified our 
Saviour ? If not, who made us the Exe- 
cutors of his Vengeance upon them ? Are 
we, in his ftead, to punifh the Sins of the 
Fathers upon the Children, and to carry 
tlie Refentment too, not to the third and 
fourth, but to the thirtieth and fortieth 
Generation ? We, who pray to God every 

Sunday 
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Sunday that we ^ to Church, S8 fome (till 
do, tibat £& fefMii^ nof remember mr Offences^ 
7wr the Offences of our Forefathers ? Could 
we be ourfelves content to aniwer for the 
Adions <^our nadotud Anceftdrs, ata much 
le& Diftance of Time ; particularly for Tuck 
of them as we, fer want of better Know* 
ledg^^ may efteem praifc-worthy , btrt which 
in the Eyes of the juft and unerring Judge, 
may be fonaX Tran^reiBons ? 



But k is iaid, that we may by this ten- 
der Treatment of them, become Partakers 
of their Guilt, which k that of crucifybg 
the Lord of Liife. 

In other Inftamces we do not ai^ue ihus. 
We do not look upon the Children of the 
mdft iaibandoned -Parents^ much fefe die De- 
scendants from diftant Aiiccftors, to be in- 
fed:ed with fuch a^rtew Spedes dF tttiginal 
Sin, or likcfly to communicate it to us : Thtf 
we treat them widi afl Offices of Humanity, 
nay, and contradt Alliances with them, we 
are far from thinking that ilich a Conduct 
towards them implies an Approbatioii of 

the Sins of their Families. Where then lies 

die 
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the Difference? Can we prove that Go 6 
Almighty does in Truth impute the Guilt 
of that abominable Aftion to the prefent 
Race of l/raelites ? or does it follow, that, 
if He does, it is to be taken like a Diflem- 
per by Infedlion ? or, that God will account 
us Partakers of their Iniquity, becaufe we 
have made them Partakers of our Charity ? 
If this be fo, it is an Exception, of which 
no Notice is given us, to that univerM Be- 
nevolence to Friend and Enemy, fo ftrongly 
recommended by our Saviour. And I am 
afraid there would alfo follow from it this 
moft impious Abfurdity, that the yews^ 
icattered as they are up ^d down into all 
Nations, are fet as Snares to draw Mankind 
into a Participation of their Guilt : fince, 
upon the Foot of this Dodrine, there is no 
Medium; whoever receives their Perfons, 
or relieves their Wants, (and fome muft ne- 
ceflarily do it, if they are to fubfift at all) 
becomes a Sharer in their Guilt. 

The Language of God Almighty in the 
Prophet js, ne Soul that Jnnetb it /ball die: 
^The Smjhall not bear the Iniquity of the JR?- 
tber'^TheRigbteoufnefs of the Righteous fhatt 

be 
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he upoh bimy an J the Wickednefs of the Wick^ 
edjhall be upm him. It is therefore every 
Man's own Condud:^ by which he muft 
ftand or fall. And with regard to this great 
Guilt of the antient Jews^ concerning which 
ibme are^ or pretend to be^ fo ichipulous^ 
it is worth confidering that that too may 
become peribnal, even to us, if an Apoftle 
may be credited ; not indeed ex T^raduce^ 
or by Traniixuilion ; not by the Imputation 
of another's Deed ; not to thofe who never 
received Chriftianity ; this the Apoftle does 
not fay : But to fuch, as having been mce 
enlightened^ and tafted the heawnly Giffy 
defert the Practice, and apofbtize from the 
Do<%:ines of their Religion. 

But whatever Treatment we may think 
the Defcendants of that People may deferve, 
upon account of that black and horrible 
Wickednefs, at theDiftance of 1700 Years 
from the Commiffion of it ; St Peter^ who 
with the Refl of the Apofties is fuppofed, I 
believe, by all Chriftians, to have fpoken 
generally by the Spirit of G o d, addrefting 
himlelf upon that Subbed to the very Gene- 
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ration, nay, to the very Pcrfons who cruci- 
fied our Lord, does it with a moft Chrif- 
tian Candor and Moderation ; for he tells 
them, (and that with a remarkable Confor- 
fprmity to the Longuajge of our blcffed Sa* 
viour himfelf in his Prayer from the Crofs) 
that be kn&vis they did it through Ignorance ; 
and not only fo, but makes tbe fiime Ex- 
c)ifc even for their Rulers. Will it be iaid 
that St Peter held this Language to them at 
that Tiaie in order to gain them over. to 
Chriftianity ? If it be, I doubt the Argu- 
ment will recoil upon us; for if Tendemcfs. 
and compaifionate Treatment were necef- 
fary then towards their Convcrfion, we arc 
under as great an Obligation as. he was, fiip- 
pofing us to be, what we pretend, zealous 
Chriftians, to employ the lame Methods 
towards obtaining the fame End. And it' 
is furely not an improbable Prefumption 
that this very Meafure of encouraging their 
Settlement in this Nation, might be a Means 
towards it; fince, if, in Confequence of 
iuch a Permifiion, a Number of the moft 
confiderable and moft Jfeniible Men amongft 
them (hould be induced to quit thoie Chrif-* 

tian 
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\kn Countrk^j where the National Praftice 
of an idolatrous Worfhip, muft every Day 
encreafe the Averfion of Jews to Chriftia- 
nity 5 and to fix their future Refidcnce whert 
the Service of God is performed in a purer 
Manner, and the true Doftrines of the Got- 
pel taught J who will iay that this Circum- 
ftance might nfit greatly f tend towards fbeiV 
Converfion, apd through them of Multi^ 
tode^ whom they migjbtinfluence ? 

t - ■ 

But they are the Accurfed of God^ and 
lb we may. by receiving them draw down 
their Curfe upon pur own Heads. 

The Expreffion is a very ftrong one, 
and having been much infifted on, it may 
be of fome ufe to examine the Propriety of 
it, for the Sake of thofe at leaft, who may 
be otherwife captivated by Sounds, and led 
by Authority. 

Now though It cannot be denied, that 
very fevcre and terrible Curfes are denounced 
againft the Jemjh Nation, both by Mofes 
and the Prophets, in cafe of their difobey- 
ing the Law of G o d, and falling into Ido- 
i C 2 latry. 
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latry, yet I can icarce doubt but that the 
fer greater Part of thofe Threats have long 
iince received their Execution and Accom- 
plifhment, and, though connected indeed 
with that of a Removal, or Scattering into 
all the Kingdoms of the Earth, yet cannot 
relate9 not all of them at leaft, to the Dif^ 
perfion now fubfifting. Many of them 
muft have taken Place under the old Cap-' 
tivities, and particularly under that of the 
Ten Tribes, who for their Idolatry and Dit 
obedience were carried away by Salmane/er^ 
a^d the Knowledge of whofe Hiftory and 
Places of Refidence have been, for many 
Ages fince, lofl to the World : and as to 
thofe Calamities and Sufferings which bes 
long evidently to Times fubiequent to the 
coming of the Meffiah, and are predifted 
either in the Old or in the New Teftament; 
upon comparing them with the Hiftory of 
the Jews fince that Time, I think they 
will be found to have been executed upon 
the Generations immediately concerned in 
the Tran(grefiion : I mean thofe who crad-' 
fied Chrift, perfecuted his Difciples and their 
SuccefTors, and rge(fled his Dod:rine, tho* 
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inforced aixl prefled on them by all the Evi- 
dence of Miracles, added to the Atteftation 
of their own Prophets. To confirm thefe 
Obfervations^ I would defire that any one 
would take the Pains to compare thoie ter- 
rible Denunciations in the 26th Chapter of 
Leviticusy and the 28 th oi Deuteronomy^ or 
the Defolation threatned by our Saviour to 
the Jewijh Nation, with the prefent State 
and Circumftances of that People, and judge 
whether thofe Things may be now truly 
affirmed of them. And with refpeft to the 
particular Predidions of our Saviour, let it 
be confidered, whether they are not, for the 
moft Part, expreflly limited to that Gene- 
ration, of ^hom he declared that the Blood 
of all the Prophets fhould be required. 

But admiting that fome of thefe Particu- 
lars may be applicable to fome modern 
Jews^ fince they are certainly not only in a 
State of Difperfidn, confidered as a Nation, 
bat many of them may be truly faid to have 
no rejifor the Sole of their Feet; many may 
be in Hunger and T^hirft^ and Nakednefi^ 
md want of all things ; may be deipifed, 
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abhorred, and oppre0ed ; nay, admitting, as 
it is certainly true,: that they are in general 
upon a much Vitovfo Foot than other Na- 
tions are, y^t it muft be at the fame Time 
acknowledged, that very many of them, in 
different Parts of the World, enjoy fixed 
Habitations and Settlements, in Affluence, 
E^afe, and all worldly Comforts, aflembling 
regularly to worfliip the G o d of their Fa- 
thers in their own Manner, and without 
Moleflation. And fhall then the^SufJerings 
of one Part be denominated Punifhments 
and Curfcs, and (hall not the good Things 
of the others be as truly called Bleffings ? 
Confidering the Jews in this Light, what 
is there to juflify us in calling them in gene* 
ral the jiccurfed of God? 

T o anfwer that Defcription, is, according 
to fome able Expofitors of Scripture, to be 
" devoted to Delfccuftion, rejected by God, 
^ utterly caft off, and put out of the Protec- 
tion of his Providence, miferable in one's 
own Pjcrfon, and miferable in one's Pofte-r 
rity." If this Definition be a true one, as I 
think will hardly be queftioned, I fhould 
have, I muft own, very great Difficulty in 
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applying it to the Nation of the Jewt^ and 
for this plain Reafon, becaufe it is not the 
Ddcription of them, or of God's Dealings 
with them, as contained in the Scripture. 
For the Language of the holy Writers is, 
that God mil be for ever a God to jibraham^ 
and to his Seed after him. That he has 
hoed Ifrael with an everlafiing Love. That 
He that fcattered Ifrael will gather him^ and 
that Ifrael Jhall be faved with an everlaji^ 
ing Salvation. And even at the End of 
thofe moft firightful Judgments with which 
they are threatned in the 26th Chapter of 
Leviticus y God is pleafed to declare, that 
when they be in the Land of their Enetniesy 
he will not caft them away^ neither will he 
abhor them^ to dejiroy them utterly^ and to 
break his Covenant with them. This is the 
Stile of the Old Tcftament throughout. 
And in the New, where we may with more 
Certainty apply what is faid of them to the 
Generations fubfequent to the Crucifixion of 
Christ, St Paul in particular treats them 
with remarkable Tendernefs and Regard, 
and.^that too, in writing to the Gentiles. 
He fpcaks of them, not as being accurfed of 
God^ but as a People under a partial Blind- 
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nefs, and Temporary SuQsenfion ; and as a 
Race removed out of the Way for a Time, to 
make room for the Admiffion of the Gentiles. 
He afks theie Qi^flions, and anfwers them to 
the Advantage of the Jews. HasGodcafi tf- 
way bis Peopk^wbom He foreknew? (or former- 
ly chofe) God forbid : God bath not cafi away 
ins People. Have tbey Jlumbled^ that they 
fiouldfall? God forbid. Nay, he goes fo 
far as to %, that all Ifrael Jballbe favedj 
and adds prefcntly after, that Thy are be^ 
hved for tbe fake of the Fathers i For the 
Gifts of God are without Repentance.- And 
that God hath included all (viz. both Jew 
and Gentile) in Difohedience^ that He may 
have Mercy on alU 

It would become Us Chriftlans there- 
fore, if We reverence as We ought thofe 
Divine Oracles, to reprefent that banifhed 
People, in no other Colours, than We find 
Them therein reprefented^ and to beware, 
that We Curfe not Thoje whom God hatb not 
curfed^j more efpecially, as We know not 
how near that Time may be, when it (hall 
pleafe God to fulfil in the Eyes of all Nations, 

what 
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what renlains to be fulfilled of his Cbve^ 
nant with their illuftrious Anceftor^ whom 
the Apoftle St James fcruples not to call 
the Friend of Godi and to open that gjxat 
and glorious Scene^ fo beautifully painted by 
the Prophets^ of their Converiion itnd final 
Reftoration. 

Upon Confideration of thefe Things, I 
cannot help mdulging myfelf in a (hort Di- 
grefiion, to take a View of the general Be- 
haviour of Chriftians towards Jewsy and to 
compare it with the manner in which the 
great Apoftle of the Gentiles treats that Na- 
tion. 

I T is well known with what Inhumani- 
ty They were treated here, and in other 
Parts durbg the Times of Popijh Darknefs 
and Ignorance. It is true, they were charged 
in their Turn with feme execrable Inftances 
of fuperftitious Cruelty and Revenge. But 
were tihefe Accufetions well or ill founded, 
all C]!omplaints of that kind againft them 
are long fince ceafed, together with theUfe 
that was made of them. Our Hiftorians 
charge them with Avarice and Extortion, 

but 
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but the laft was folly repaid to them, and 
what they got by Injaftice, ^they loft by Vi- 
olence. The Wwld in general feems at 
p-e&nt poffe&d with a more benevolent 
Spirit ; the Charity of the Gofpel is more 
dkfaiedy and they too have had their Share 
iii the Benefits of the Reformation. Where 
the Inquifition prevails^ They are ftill moft 
barbaroufly treated, in Portugal efpecially. 
All invincible Prepoflcffion in favour of a 
Law, at firft given, though fince annulled, 
by God himfelf, is there puniftied with the 
moft horrid Tortures, and moft painfol 
Deaths, which a blind and unchriftian Zeal, 
for a Religion by the Torturers called Chri- 
ftian, can poffibly invent. And the whole 
Nation, as well Priefts as People, feem as 
ignorant, as their King is faid to have been in 
the time of Queen Anney when the Englijh 
General Lord, Galway acquainted him with 
that Secret, that Jefus Chrift himfelf, nay, 
that the Virgin Mary too, who is, in their 
Worfhip, far fuperior to Jefus Chrift, were 
both by Birth and by Religion Jews. In 
many other Parts, chiefly Popijh, as in Ger- 
many^ in Poland^ and in Lithuania^ where 

the 
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the Country is foil of them. They, the 
poorer Sort efpecially, are treated contemp- 
tuoufly by the Natives. In Holland (and in 
England hitherto) with Toleration and Hu- 
manity. And I believe it will be found, 
that thofe, who aft in that Manner towards 
them, come neareft to the Intention and 
Praftice of the firft Preachers of Chriftiani- 
ty. St Pauly upon putting the Queftion,^«;u;«^ 

fy. He fpcaks 
Them as Holy Branches from a Holy Root ; 
and advifes the Gentiles^ who were grafted 
into the, fame Stocky not to glory againft the 
Branches. To Them, fays He, belong the 
Adoption and the Glory ^ and the Covenant s^ 
&c. And perhaps, as much as We con- 
temn the Race of Ifraelites^ and as little 
Connexion as we at prefent think we have, 
or ought, to have with them, the: Time 
may come, when we fhall find our own 
Acceptation to be derived in a good mea- 
fure from our Ingraftment into that Stock,- 
and fhall know that we have a greater Inte- 
reft, than moft of us feem to be vet aware 

of, 
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of, in the final Completion of the Promifes 
made to jtbrabam. 

It will poffibly be objcdted to what is 
above, that the noble Things (aid of the 
yews by St Pauh are i^d of fuch of them 
only, as were, or (hould be converted to 
Chriftianity. But to this I anfwer, ly?. 
That it is not generally true. And zdly^ 
That though it were trae, yet ftill the Pre- 
ference is given to them as Jews^ I mean, 
as the Dcfcendants of jibrabam^ IfMC^ and 
Jacobs the Pofterity of the chofen People 
of God. Converted or Unconverted there- 
fore, that Circumftance is common to them, 
and muft plead in their Favour ; it mufl 
entitle them to great Regard and Confidenir 
tion. Neither can we, unlefs we will in- 
dulge our Pride, and the Humour of Abufe 
at the Expence of Scripture and Trath, pro- 
nounce them to be Objedls of Contempt 
and Derifion. 

If it be faid that they have forfeited the 
Privilege arifing from their Defcent, by re- 
jefting Chriftianity, it might very well be 
queftioned, fuppofing fuch a Forfeiture real 

(as 
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(as indeed fome Texts of St Paul may fecm 
to imply) how far it extended ; I mean, whe- 
ther it was to defccnd through every Agp 
of Unbelievers, or was peculiar to thole firft 
Generations, to whom the Gofpel was adhi- 
ally preached by our Saviour, and his A- 
pofties and their immediate Succeflbrs. For 
it is one Thing to rged a !Dodrine, not on« 
ly £tirly propofed, but fupported by the Der 
mcHiftration of Miraculous Power exerted 
before your Face ; and another, not to em- 
brace what the invincible Prejudice of your 
Parents and Teachers, and the general Per- 
fuafion of your Countrymen, has never, 
from your Infancy, allowed you to fee, in 
any other Shape than that of an Impofture. 
As this is doubtlefs the Cafe of the prefent, 
and many paft Generations of the Jews^ it 
might bear a Difpute, as I juft now obferv- 
ed, how far they may be afiedted by the 
fuppofed Forfeiture of their Fore-fadiers ; 
But to thofe, who defpife, and would ex- 
clude them from their Society, purely as 
yews^ it is enough to anfwer, that they have 
no Right to alledge, in Juftification of their 
ConduA towards them, an Argument^ 

which 
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whkh would prove them not to be yews 

at all. 

B u T to return to the Confideration of 
the particular Term of Reproach, which I 
was before examining, I mean that of the 
Accurfed of Gody what I have farther to 
fay, and what I think may be juftly inferred 
from all that is above, is, that if that Term 
be in any way applicable to xhtjewi/h Na- 
tion, it mud be in a very reftrained and li- 
mited Senfe : If it be ftill infifted that they 
are under a Curfe, I fay it muft be fuch a 
one, as arifcs from and confifts in Qrcum- 
ftances peculiar to them as Jews ; a Curfe 
which is certainly neither in our Power to 
counter-adl, by any Eftablifliment we can 
give Them, nor poffible to draw down up- 
on Ourfelves, or to (hare in with Them. 

Yet, though I have contended in what 
is above, that the Term of AccurfedVco^lxs 
is not properly applicable to the Jewijb Na- 
tion^ diough I do not think them dsvoced 
to Deftrudtion, utterly abandoned, and put 
out of the Protedtion of Providence ; chough 
I am convinced by Fadl and Experience, 

that 
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that thfsy are not now under all the Difbefe 
and Miferies antiently denounced againft 
their Idolatrous For&-fathers; though I do 
not think it at all clear ihat they are to be 
cqnfidcred as Children, that have incurred 
an abfolute Forfeiture of the Promifes n^ade 
by God to the Head of their Family; I do 
not however mean, and \i^puld not be iin- 
derftood, Irf ^ny tbir^ I have (kid, to deny 
that the Jews^ even the prefent Race of them, 
sffe Objcds cff fome Degree of Divine Dif- 
pleafure. The Marks of it are too vifible 
upon them to be concealed, and I ihcHjld 
contradift the Scnfe and Obfervation of all 
Mankind in contradicting it. That they 
are under a judicial Sentence of Bani/hment, 
Difpierfion, and Captivity ; That they want 
the Illumination of Divine Grace, and are 
fubjedbed for the prefent to. a Spirit of Delu- 
fion \ in (hort, that God is no longer their 
God and Governor, in the Senfe wherein 
He was pleafed, in the former Times, to 
ftile Himfelf the God of Jacob. All this I 
readily acknowledge : But when I reprefent 
them to myfelf in that Light, I muft at the 
fame Time in Compliance with the Truth of 

Scripture, 
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Scripture, take this too into my Confidcrft* 
tion, that their Sentence is revocable, and 
will be revoked ; that their Darknefs is tem- 
porary, and will be enlightened ; that the 
Theocracy is but fufpended, and will be 
ftftored. 

The third Argument urged againft the 

' Admiffion of the JewSy according to the 

Order in which I have ftated them above, 

is this. That they are the bittereft Enemies 

of our own Religion. 

A Zeal for the Prefervation and Security 
of our moft holy Religion, is certainly Wgh- 
ly commendable, provided it be tempered 
with that Spirit of Moderation and Charity 
which is enjoined by the Author of it; Blefs 
tbem that p&fecute youy fiiys he; BUfs^ and 
Curfe not. Now if we are to pradice this 
Benevolence towards thofe who do a&ually 
perfecute us, how much more towards fuch 
whom we can accufe of nothing but aPr&- 
ference of their own Belief to ours! The 
Jews themielves admitted the Stranger (be- 
ing a Worfhipper of the fame Goo efpeci^ 
ally) .within their Gates : and our Saviour, 

by 
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by the Parable of the poor Samaritan^ plain- 
ly teaches us, that Difference in Opinion up- 
on Religious Points, ought not to interfere 
with the Offices of ^ Hiunanity and Com- 
paffion. This cannot certainly be too ftrong- 
ly inculcated. Yet there are Precautions 
neceffary to be taken, and in the prefent 
Cafe, nobody can with Reafon blame the 
Reftraiqing "Jew^ from the Dilpofal of Eo- 
clefiaftical Perferments. Whether the allow- 
ing them to purchafe Land, has a Tendency 
to put them into fuch a Degree of Power, 
and Influence here, as may endanger the 
Ghriftian Religion, is the Bufincfs of the 
' Legiflature, whereof the Heads of our Na- 
tional Church are a Part, to determine. It 
is a Confideration purely Political, and as 
fuch does not fall within my Plan : only 
thus much I will fay, that if fuch Danger 
were evident, we fliould be under no Obli- 
gation from any divine Law to receive 
them into our Community, but ought on 
the contrary to forbid their Entrance into 
it. To refufe a Favour with an Eye to our 
own Safety is not to Perfecute : neither is 
Exclufion, upon that Principle, Punifti- 

P ment^ 
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• ment. But having faid this, I muft take 
leave to add, that doing the fame Things 
upon a different Motive, I mean by way of 
Refentment of the Sin of their Anceftors, as 
fome call on us to do, or in Hatred of their 
Adherence to a Religion We do not approve, 
confidering ourfelves as the Executors of 
God Almighty's Wrath upoo them, is errant 
Perfecution. And he, who exhorts you to 
deny them the Privileges of your Commu- 
nity upon thofe Principles, may upon the 
fame juftify all the Cruelties of the Inquifi- 
tion towards them. 

Before I quit this third Head, you muft 
excufe my troubling you with a Notion, 
which may be thought Angular, and which 
perhaps may not be verified by the Event. 
5e that however as it may; I cannot as yet 
eafily bring myfelf to think, notwithftand- 
ing all the Terrors that are fpread, as if the 
Jews were likely to buy out our Nobility 
and Gentry, and become Purchafers of all 
the Land in England^ that any confiderable 
Numbers of them will in Trath lay out 
their Money that Way. The conftant Prac- 
tice of that Nation has been to convert every 

thing 



^hing into portable Wealth. Cafli, Stocks, 
Remittances, Jewels, &c. are what, I be- 
lieve, they have been chiefly known to deal 
in ; and the Reafon of it is very evident, 
that as they^ live in a conftant Expedtation 
of the Completion of the Prophecies, and 
of a fudden Summons from the Mefliah to 
return and take Poffeffion of the holy Land, 
a confcientious Jew will chufe to Jlare in 
pr0cinBu ; he will not much care to em- 
barrafs himfelf with Poffeffions, * which he 
can neither carry with him, nor probably be 
able, upon a fudden Call, to receive the 
Value of in a lefs cumberfbme Species of 
Riches. 

I cokE with Reludance to the fourth 
and lad Head of Objecftion, as it will oblige 
me to n[iake a Comparifon difagreeable, tho* 
I hope not ufelefs. The great Danger of 
corrupting the Morals of our People by the 
AdmifEon of the Je^vs^ is fo much infifted 
on, that it becomes necefTary to examine, 
whether in that View the Invitation of far- 
ther Numbers of them be confiflent with 
good Confcience. For in Truth, if the 

D 2 Appre- 



Apprehenfion be well founded, we ought to 
exclude them updn the fame Principle that 
we would ftiut our Ports againft the Inva- 
fion of an Enemy; fince no Property or 
Pofleffion whatfbever of the private Mem- 
bers of a Community, can be of fo much 
Importance to the Public, or fo well de- 
ferve its Care, as thofe of Piety and Virtue. 
And whatever ideal or rapturous Images 
may prefent themfelves to fbme warm Ima- 
ginations, of a Religion abftra^fted from Mo- 
rality, I am not fhy of declaring my Opi- 
nion, that the Latter is the Beginning and 
Conclufion, the true Foundation, Objedi 
and End of the Former. And I am fure it 
muft be abfolutely neceflary that every Le- 
giflature, which is felicitous for the Ihtereft 
and Prefervation of the Conununity over 
which it prefides, (hould confider it in that 
Light 5 in which too, the all-wife Lawgiver 
of the great Commonwealth of Mankind 
appears to have confid'ered it. 

T o come therefore to the Point in Quef- 
tlon : It has been advanced by one of the 
Writers upon this Subjeft, that " the Jews 

" hold 
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** hold Tenets .that are repugnant to the 
" Laws of Morality;" fcut we are left in 
the Dark how the Aflertion is to be uhder- 
fiobd : viz. Whether they hold thofe Te- 
nets profefledly as Tenets ; or whether their 
holding of them is to be inferred from their 
Pradice only ; as alfo what thofe Tenets are. 
One can therefore only guefs at the Import 
of that Accufation, by which was probably 
meant the Ufury, Avarice^ unfair Dealing, 
and Extortion in the Way of Trade, for 
which they are in Truth become Proverbial 
among other Nations ; and indeed there can 
be ho Doubt, but that very many of them 
have excelled in thofe infamous Arts, and 
there is no Reafon, that I know, to think 
the preient Generation honefter than the 
preceding. But are we in a Condition, with 
refpeft to fuch foul Pra<Slices, to throw the 
firji Stone?' are they ^//tainted with that 
Contagion, or are we all free from it ? For 
what other Species of Immorality are the 
yews notorious ? For what Species are we 
not? If it be meant that they think it 
lawful to prey upon Chriftians, (the Tmth 
of which Propofition I can neither affirm nor 

deny) 
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deny) is it Icfs criminal in us to prey one 
upon the other ? Have we not fome par- 
ticular Kinds of Cheating and Overreaching 
in Traffic, authorized by public Faihion? 
Is not the worft of Robberies, the Stripping 
of raw and unexperienced Youth, by the 
Myfteries of Gaming, pradtifed in the Eyes 
of the World ? Are not other Vices, which 
our Anceftors bluHied to fpeak of, and 
which are by Scripture Doftrine inconfiftent 
with Salvation, committed in a Manner up- 
on the public Stage ? Is not Murther itfelf 
become much more frequent, and one Sort of 
it rendered by Cuflom fafhionable; whilfl 
the Readinefs to commit it upon every flight 
Occafion is reckoned an Accompli(bment| 
nay, and a necei&ry one too, and the Laws 
both of G o D and Man are facrificed to a 
Fantom falfly called Honour, being com- 
monly nothing elfe but a Senfibility to dc- 
ferved Reproach, and the Wincing of a 
galled Confcience ? In general, the Inexe- 
cution of Englijh Laws is become Proverbial 
abroad ; and the Relaxation of all IXicipline, 
Domeftic, Parochial, and National, is too 
fevcrely felt at Home, in many of its Con- 

fequences; 
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fequences ; as for Inflance, in the Infecurity 
of our public Streets and Highways, ber 
yond the Example of any other Country : 
In the infinite mif-fpending of that Time, 
for which we muft be all. accountable, in 
mere Amufements, defigned to unbend, and 
unworthy, to become the Occupation of our 
Minds, the Jiultus Labor Jneptiarum 5 and 
the Education of our Children in the lame 
unprofitable Courfe of Inapplication : In 
the long Difufe of all ferious Converlation, 
and in the foolijh T^alking and Jejling ' upon 
improper SubjeSls^ fubftituted in the Room 
of it, in many of thofe Afl!emblies, where 
the very Habit of converfing like reafbnable 
Creatures, is not totally deftroyed by Cards 
and Dice : And laftly, In the very little 
Attention now generally paid to the Ex- 
ample we fet to others, whether our Chil-" 
dren, Families, Dependents, or Inferiors of 
any kind; though that Example be a Thing 
of fo great Confequence, that a Perfon of 
Rank and Figure may poffibly, by ah im- 
moral, irreligious Conduft, render -himfelf 
refponfible for the Sins of his Childrens 
Children, and unborn Generations, 

Apd 
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Add to all thcfe, and I am forry I mufl 
Aill addy the unreflrained Drunkennefs and 
Obfcenity of the lower Sort, with their con- 
tinual Imprecations on themfelves and others, 
grown familiar, by a dreadful Habit, to 
both Sexes; and Villany of every kind, as 
well that of fecret Circumvention, as of 
open Violence, and Spoil ; in civil Caufes, 
and in criminal; with refpedt to the public 
Cuftoms, and to private Property ; befriend- 
ed and fcreened by Perjury. 

You that live in Town mufl be a fre- 
quent Witnefs to the Truth of mofl of 
thefe Complaints : In Proportion to the 
Diftance from thence, the Infedlion reaches 
and prevails more or lefs in the Country. 
But the great Enemy to all kinds of Virtue, 
in the middle^ and in the labouring Sort of 
People, is an Eleftion. The Mifchiefs of 
a General one, are as great as they are ex- 
tenfive ; breaking tlie Peace of every Com- 
munity, authorizing infinite Calumny and 
Detradtion, familiarizing falfe Declarations, 
and falfe Oaths ; and in a Word, facrificing 
the Sobriety, the Induflry, and the Confci- 

ences 
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sttoes of lite ft^fented Body to the Choice 
yf the Reptefentative. I dp not think I 
(houid at aU^ exaggerate the Evil, in faying, 
:hat out lateft Pdfterity will rue that de- 
hrudtive Method of Solicitation which now 
prevails in this Kingdom ; a Method put- 
Sied by the Vicious without Remorfe, and" 
>y the Virtuous without Reflexion j which 
^ds united all Parties and all Principles -, the 
Whig and the Jacobite, the Monied and 
the Landed Interefts, the Friend and the 
Enemy to his Country ; nay, the Religious 
too, and the Libertine, in one common un- 
happy Indifference with regard to the Mo- 
rality of the Nation. 

B u T it is Time to clofe this black and 
melancholy Scene, which I believe whoever 
calmly refledts on, will find little Reafon to 
think that we have any new Leffons of Im- 
morality to learn 5 or that any Thing that 
bears any Relation thereto, is to be apprehend- 
ed from the Jews ; unleft to fome few of us, 
it may be Matter of Aj^Miehenfion, left they 
(hould leffen our Opportunities of exercifing 
our own Iniquities 5 and to all, or almoft 
all, left they (hould fhame oiir Negligence 

fi and 



and coldnefs of AffeSion towards our own 
moft excellent Reli^on, by their zealous, 
though miftaken Attachment to that» which 
they rec«vcd from their Fore&thers, 

I GIVE up thefe Refle^ons (torn Be^- 
ning to End, entirely to your Difcretion, 
to make them public if you judge they may 
be of any Ufe, or, if not, to iiipprcfe and 
deftroy them. 



5 / )?, &c. &c. &c. 
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Page 199 Line 10, for God^s read God. 
^^g9 25* Line 12^ for m read in. 
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REMARKS 

UPON SOME 

PASSAGES, ^c. 

SHE Writer of the finall 

Traft mentioned in theTitlc 
Page having obferv'd, in ^ 
Dedication addrefled to the 
Jewshy W.WarburtmTi.'D, 
I Dean of Brijiol, fome Pro- 
politions diredly, and eflen- 
tially contradifling Thofe advanced in the faid 
Trad): j and being very unwilling to remain 
lumfelf under fo great a Deception, and much 
more lb, to be the Occalion of mifleading anjf 
other Per£>n, he has thought himfelf obliged 
^o reconfider, with all pomble Attention, the 
Opinion, which he then ddiver'd, and to 
examine, with the utmoft Care, and Impar- 
tiality, the contrary Affertions now exhibited, . 
by an Opponent, whofe great Genius, and cx- 
teniive Knowledge entitle him to particular 
Regard. 
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It is very poflible that the obfcure Pamphlet 
^bovementionecj may be a3 unknown, as the 
Writer oif it, to the learned Dean. He has 
therefore no Right to treat the Dedicatioriy as 
an Anfwer to the Diafpora. But, as the 
DoiSrines advanced in the Former, do, if true, 
and conformable to Scripture, (which he ap- 
prehends They are not) totally overthrow the 
Syftem of the Latter, the Author thinks it 
incumbent on him to fubmit his Objections 
thereto to the Publick. 

And, in doing it, He flatters himfelf that 
He fhall meet, as well on the Part of the 
very learned Dedicator himfelf, as of Others, 
with that Candor, and Indulgence, which 
is due to One, not mov'd by a petulant Spirit 
of Contradiftion, or by any Political Partiality 
to that Side of the Queftion, which he fup- 
ports ; but induced both to publiih his 
Thoughts upon it at firft, and now to attempt 
a Defence of Them, by the fole Defire of 
contributing to the Difcovery and Eftablifh- 
ment of the true Senfe of the Prophecys, with 
refpedt to the very important Point under 
Debate. 

Now the Propofitions contain'd, either ex- 
prefsly, or by neceflary Confequence, in the 
Dedication, which I fufpe<3: to be ill founded, 
are the following. 

I. That the Sentence denounced by God 
Almighty upon the Jewsy was, " not only the 
" Lofs of their own Community, but the be- 

. " ing 
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' ing debarred an Entrance into any Other, 
•* inafmuch as they are condemned to be 
'^ Aliens, and Strangers in every Land, where 
*- They abide, and -fojoum :" And that ** God, 
'^ in Puniftiment of their Nation for rejefting 
' tfieir promifed Meffiah, has fentenced it to 
'* the irremiffible Infamy of an unfettled va- 
^* gabond Condition, without Country, or 
'^ Civil PoHcy," till the FuUnefs of the Gentiles 
be come in. 

2. That the Punifliment above " can only 
" refped Particulars, and not the Community:" 
So that ^* the Sentence againft them imports, 
^* that the Particulars of their Race ftiall not 
^* be received by Naturalization to the Rights 
" and Privileges of the Free-born Subjects of 
" thofe Civil States, amongft which they fhall 
'* happen to be difperfed." 

3 . That the Naturalization granted to them 
by thte Adt pafled in the 26th Year of His Ma- 
jefty, and afterwards repealed, was a Natura-* 
lization contradictory to that Sentence, or, iij 
ather Words, to the Prophecys, which pro- 
nounce it. 

4. That their future Reftitution to Divine 
Favour, will confift, not in being recalled to 
their own original Country ; But, in being 
" Naturalized, and Incorporated into the vari- 
*^ ous Communitys of the Faithful." 
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Observations upon the firft Propofi- 

tion. 

It is here affirmed, and That in a dired Ad- 
4refs to the JewSy that, by the Sentence of 
God upon them. They are debarred an Eih 
trance into any Community. If a Jew fhould 
require a Proof of This from Scripture, Where 
is it to be found ? 'Not in any exprcfs Text : 
At leaft the Dedicator refers him to none, but 
infers that Sentence of Exclufion from Another, 
by which He tells them. They are condenjned 
to be Aliens, and Strangers. An Aflertion, as 
little warranted, I believe, by any dire(3: De- 
claration of Holy Writ, as tlie Former. 

What then is to be done ? How is the Jeio 
to be convinced that He is really under iuch 
a Sentence ? I can myfelf imagine but one 
Way of coming at it ; which is This : —Thati 
as the Idea of j^ien is to infer That of Exck* 
fan^ fo the Idea of Difperjiony (as including 
That of Peculiarity and Diftind:ion) is toififef 
the Idea of Alien. 

Now, as the learned Dedicator has quoted 
ho Chapter and Verfe, nor produced any other 
Proof to fupport his Affirmation, . diat the 
' yews are condemned by God to be Aliens, and 
Strangers, I ihall hope for his Excufe, if I 
mifconceive and mifreprefent his Argument. 

Perhaps, as the Propofition ftands thus un- 
fupported, it might be enough to fay, that, 
if no fuch Condemnation be expreffed in Scrip- 
ture, 
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ture. They do not lye under any fuch Con- 
demnation. 

But let us fee^ whether it be a neceflary Con- 
(equent of the Sentence of Diiperfion, which 
is acknowledged to be contained in Scripture, 
that the "Jews fhall remain ^/>;2J and Strangers^ 
and debarr d the Entrance into every Com- 
tnunity. 

Now it is true, that, in the Afts of the 
^poftles, according to our Tranflation, ^me 
at the diiperfed Jews are ftiled Strangers^ and 
St. Feter addreffes his firft Epiftle 7J? the 
Strangers fcattered throughout PontuSy &c. But 
rhofe, who know the Force of the original 
i/Vords in both Places, will allow, that they 
:arry no Idea of Strangers^ in the Senfe of 
i^iens ; and that, if the Jews of thd Difper- 
Son be there rightly ftiled in Englifh Strangers^ 
it iriuft be underftood to import their being 
Such in their own proper Country, viz. Judea j 
lot in thofe Regions, where their Habitation^ 
uid Refidence was 3 for they vifited Jerufalem 
uinually to celebrate the Feafts, and Some, as 
s natural, made a longer Stay, Some a fhorter t 
Some too might fettle Themfelves there for 
|;ood ; And All of them flill be ftiled Stran^ 
lerSf. by Way of Diftin(ftion from the real 
Natives of the City and Country. 

Thefe Paflages therefore are nothing to the 
hlrpofe : For they will not prove liich Jews 
to toave been treated as Aliens, and Strangers 
in :the Foreign Cities of their Abode^ nor 
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confequcntly ihcw that Difperfion implys Ex^ 
clujwn. 

. The contrary I believe might be fafely af- 
firmed, viz. That They did adually enjoy the 
Privileges of the Communities, where they 
dwelt. For we find Them refident> in great 
Numbers, in the chief Cities of A/ia Minor f 
and at AthenSy and Rome itfelf, with the Al- 
lowance of their Publick Synagogue' Worfhip. 
Multitudes alfo eftablifhed in Egypt^ where 
they had even a Temple in Imitation of That 
at yerufalem. 

And, that their Quality of difperfed yews 
did not debarr their Entrance into Commu- 
nities^ St. Paul is an Inftance, Who, tho' a 
Citizen of Tarfus^ a Jew of the Difperfion, 
was notwithftanding a Free-born Citizen of 
Rome. 

But the Difperfion then fubfifHng is probab- 
ly not to be regarded as a Judicial, or Penal 
One : for the 70 Years Captivity had been 
then very long at an End ; and the Foreign 
yewsy who refbrted to yerufalem in our Sa- 
viour's time, might be either the Defcendents 
of fuch of the Captives, under their feveral 
' Captivities^ as chofe to continue in the Coun- 
tries, to which they had been carried i or of 
Such, as had, from time to time, voluntarily 
removed from Judea into other Parts. 

Yet, Judicial, or not Judicial, the Peculi- 
arity and DifHndtion of them as yewSy fiip- 
po&d^ as above>. to be included in the Idea of 
Difperfion, was preferved under this Difper- 
fion 



ion too. Their Adherence to the Religion of 
heir Fathers, in the midft of the vpntilc 
Idolatry, preferved it. So that, in all thoip 
[Communities, to which They belonged, by 
Cohabitation, and by Subjeftipn to the fiime 
^yil Laws, TTicy remained diftinguifljed, an4 
mown as a Separate Race. 

Neither did the Circrumftance of being bom 
n ft Foreign City, and Member pf a Foreim 
Community, extinguifh or Heftroy it. Wit- 
ie6 the Cafe of St. JP^ul above referred to^ 
wrho was bom a Roman, but was neverthelefs 
I yew of the Difberfion. " Are they," fays 
le, to the CorintbianSy " Hebrews ? So am I. 
^ Arc They '^raelites ? So am I. Are Thw 
^ of the Seed of jii^raham ? So am I." Anci, 
in the AStSy he affirms to the Roman Officer, 
hat he was a Jewy a Citizen of Tarjiis ; and 
iwtt he was a Romany a Citizen of Rome. 

But let us now come to the prefent Diiper- 
fion, which will admit of no Diipute, with 
regard to it's Penality, fince we are authorized 
^our Safviour himfelf to confider it in the 
Light of jL Divine Sentence : And let us fee 
bow die Cafe has flood, and how it adually 
[lands, with refpeft to the Admiflioa of Jews 
bo the Rights and Privileges of thofe Civil 
States, amongfl which they have been, or axis 
flilberfed. 

FoTf fince it can need no Proof that Dvf- 
perfion does not, in the reafon of the Thing, 
DT, ly neceflary Confequence, imply Exclu- 
fion worn CivH Privfleges, and fince rvo ?tc^ 

B 
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is brought from Scripture to fhew that it w» 
really meant, in the prefent Cafe, to imply it 5 
the Queftion muft neceflarily be decided by 
Hiftory, and Fadt. And if it {hall appear 
from thence, that the Jews of this laft Dit 
pcrfion have, in Truth, been, or are, admit- 
ted to the Privileges of Free-born Subje6ts, in 
the Communitys, where They have refided, 
or do refide, I fuppofe I (hall then have fuf- 
ficiently difproved the AlTertion, that fuch 
AdmifHon is contrary to the Sentence pro- 
nounced upon Them by God himfelf 5 who 
cannot command a Thing to be, which fhall 
not be, or not to be, which fhall be. 

Now to prove the Point propofed a few In- 
(lances will fuffice. 

It is well known that the Jews in the Eaft 
had, for many Ages after the Deftrudtion of 
Jerujalemy a Chief Governor, filled the Prince 
of the Captivity, large and flourilhing Syna- 
gogues for their Publick Worlhip, Arademies 
for the Study of their Law, with Towns, 
FortrefTes, Tribunals, and Judges of their 
own. 

The Emperors FeruSy and Antoninus^ or, as 
others fay, Severus and Antoninus j , (meaning 
his Son BaJJianus) granted particular Honours, 
Exemptions, and Privileges to the Jewip 
People, under the Roman Government, which 
They long enjoyed, and which were of fuch 
a Nature, that, notwithflanding their Exclu- 
fion from Magiflracies, and Military Com- 
mands, the great Civilian, and Commentator 
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upon the Imperial Laws, infers from them, 

that the Jews were Citizens of Rome ♦. 

' In the time of Conftantine the Great, they 

had the exclufive Pofleffion of four Towns in 

Aeir own original Country, viz. Diocafarea^ 

(i. e. Sephoris according to Bafnage) Tiberias^ 

Nazareth, and Capernaum^ had Synagogues^ 

Academies, and a Patriarch. 

• In the 7th Century, They had Fortreflcs, 

Caftles, Armies, and Princes of their own in 

Arabia. 

In Spain, much later than That, a Prince 
of the Exile, and Judges of their own. 

I feleft fome Particulars only; But who- 
ever will be at the Trouble of reading their 
Hiftory, will find other Inftances of their ha- 
ving large Settlements, and Eflabliihments in 
different Parts of the World, and that, tho* 
they were indeed, occafionally, and from time 
to time, expofed to III Treatment, and Perfe- 
cution, fh3m Pagans, M^ometans, and Chri*- 
ftians, yet, that their Exdufion fi-om the 
Privileges of thofe Civil Societys, where they 
refided, was ib far from being general, that 
diey had, under different Princes, Admifiioil 
even to the Principal Pofts of Government, 
having been employed as Judges, Treafurers, 
Generals of Armys, and Prime Miniflers, 

♦ See Godefro/s Note, Vol. 2. p. 36. Corp. Juris Civil, 
vvher^ his In&rence from the feveral Laws quoted^ isThis : 
Cives RomanifunU 

B 2 Let 



Let thifi State now oSatitJewi/h People, 6 
iettled in fixed Refidences^ from one Genera* 
iioft to Another^ for feveral Ages, and fo en- 
}oying, and exerciiing the Privileges of Free^ 
bom Subjed:s> in divers Communitys, be gcxa* 
pared with the Firft Proportion above a* 
|ra(£^d from the Dedicatibn, that it may be 
judged, how far their Condition has been coo- 
iUntly ut^ettled and 'Oagabond ; and with what 
Truth their perpetual Exclufion from the 
Rights of Every Civil State is afTerted. 

To procieed now to the Confideration of 
their State and Condition in our own Times. 

I fhall make no Enquiry into the Treat- 
ment they receive in Countrys, where the 
Mixims of Religious Perfecution prevail^ but 
content myfelf with an InAance or Two from 
Proteftant Ones; the' I have indeed heardi 
that they enjoy con£iderable Privileges at Baut-^ 
deaux^ Bi^o?me, Mantua, Madena^ Piffh and 
LegbQfnti in which lafl City they have a 
Court of Judicature of their own, whofe De* 
crees are acknowledged in all the other Courts* 

I begin with the P^^ice of our own Coun- 
try^ a» bluing beft known^ and as what the 
{dedicator himfelf refers to; But tnuft pre-* 
mife» that, tho' the learned Dean fpeaks only 
of being received to the Rights and Privi- 
leges of Free born Subjedts by Naturalizafim 
(which Cafe I fhall afterwards examine) I 
undcrftand him to tuttndi the Incapacity to 
the other Way likewife of being received to 
thepoi, viz. That by Binb. And I fuppofe 

that 
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that he mufl: necefiarily be fo undctihood^ 
becauie^ with regard to the Point in diipute^ 
it makes no difierence. They are td con«* 
tUiue Aliens and Strangers to every Comma- 
nity, fays the learned Dedicator : But Natu-«> 
ralLsation by Birth, and Naturalisation by 
Statute, have, w^ith refped: to that Quality^ 
the iame Operation. For he that is naturae 
lized in either Way is no longer an AUen or 
Stranger in the Community where he refide$» 
The Former never was an Alkn. The Latter 
wa8» but ceafes to be^ one. The Sentence of 
God, as interpreted by the Dedicator, de-- 
clares, that both the One, and the Other> ihall 
be, and continue always Alien, for they are 
equally Jews of the Difperfion. 

The Cafe then of the Jews in England I 
take to be this. Suppofe a Dutch^ or Portu^ 
guefe Jew to come over hither : He is cer- 
tainly an Alien^or Stranger; and That in thd 
only Senfe applicable to the prefent Queftioo^ 
viz. as oppofed to a Citizen, or Denizen. But 
\% not every unnaturalized Foreign Proteflant 
exa£Uy in the fame Caie ? Is He too undef 
a Divine Sentence of Excluiion ? If not, whero 
is the Peculiarity of Sentence ? Is That likely 
to be ordained of God, as aPuniihment to 
yews J which is incident to every other Peribn 
in the like CircumftanCes^ of whatfbever 
Religion ? 

But it is faid^ that the Freedom and Privi*- 
lege of your Society^ may be given^ without 
O^li^nce/ or Prejudice to the Prophecies, to 



Chriftians, and ought to be given^ fays the 
Dedicator, to T'urks and Tartars : The "Jew 
alone is incapable by the Law of God, 

If that be trae in faft, then certainly the 
Improbability, or Unfuitablenefs, above infi- 
nuated, of the general ESc&, of a Human Mu- 
nicipal Law to become a particular Divine Pu- 
nishment to Thofe of one Denomination only, 
will be out of the Queftion. But obferve at 
die fame time too, that, if That be true, then 
Every Individual of that Denomination ought 
to be equally fubjed: to fuch fuppofed Divine 
Exclufion ; and then, the Sons and Daughters, 
bom in England^ to fuch foreign Jews^ ought 
to remain for ever as incapable of the Free- 
dom of our Community, as their Fathers were 
fcefore them : For they are as much Jews^ as 
their Fathers. 

- Let us therefore confider how that Matter, 
ftands. How is the Sentence and Condem- 
. nation to perpetual Alienfhip executed upoit 
this Son of the Foreign ^ew ! 

Why, He is a Freeborn Englijhman^ and, 
til that Capacity, befides thofe Privileges, 
which even his Father might have enjoyed 
(fuch as intermarrying with the Native Cnri- 
ftians, if his own Law, and Confcience would 
permit it ; the free Exercife of his Religion ; 
and the Difpofal of his Property by Will) He 
may purchafe Land, as fome have purchafed 
it, and fettle upon it, if he pleafes : He pays 
no higher Taxes, than other reople : Neither 
is^ he fubje^ed by Law to th^ Alien Duty, or 
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)ther extraordinary Cuftom upon his Mer- 
:handize as a Jew, nor any Impofition what- 
bever, by way of Acknowledgnoent to the 
Sovernment> or otherwife, for the Proteftion, 
and other Benefits, which he enjoys. 

Our next Inquiry fhall be concerning the 
Treatnient of Jews in Holland. And there 
we fhall find them, if I am not mifinformed* 
in a ftill better State. No dififerehce made 
between Foreign, and Natural-born : But All 
equally in Pofleffion of die Rights, and Pri- 
vileges of the Community where they refide. 
At liberty to purchafe Land. And paying no 
extraordinary Duties, or Taxes, or Impofiti- 
ons whatever, as yews. 

It is true that, both Here, and There, they 
are excluded fi-om Magiftracy, and Pofts un- 
der the Government. 

But They have exercifed them in other 
Ages> and Communities, fince their lafl: Dif^ 
perfion, which is enough to prove their Ex- 
clufion from fuch Pofts to be no Part of the 
Divine Sentence pronounced againft thenpt. 

Neither is it, in general, a true Propofition, 
that the Quality of Free Man, or Citizen of 
any Community is prejudiced, or at all af- 
fc<3:ed by anExclufion from fome particular 
Privileges of that Community. There was a 
Time, when the Ple3s, or Commonalty of 
Rome, were excluded from the chief Magi- 
ftracies, and from the Senate. Will it be 
faid, that they were not, during that Time, 
Free Men or Citizens of Rome ? 
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A very great Majority of EngKjh Sutgcfib 
cannot be acknitted into the great CouikU of 
the Nation, for want of kgal QualificatioiL 
Are they lefs EngUJbmen upon Account of that 
Exclufion ? 

fiefides, If this Incapacity of holding Pofts 
cf Magiftracy, and Government^ will deno- 
minate, and keep the Jew for ever an AUen, 
and Stranger; It ought to have the &me 
Efied upon a Proteftant Diflenter, who is 
^ually incapacitated for enjoying them^ uot3 
he fubmits to fuch Adts of Qualification, as 
would render even a Jew capaUe of them. 

And if this partial Exclufion from fbme 
extraordinary Privileges of Society be infifted 
on as a Pro(^ of the Dedicator's Aflcrtion, I 
will undertake to prove, by the fame Arm- 
ment, that every Papift in the Kinmlom, mo' 
his Family fhould have been fettled here, even 
from the Conquefl, is an jlUen^ and a Strsf^-, 
mfettledf and a Vagabond. The Native ^^r 
enjoys all the fame Privileges with the Native 
Catholickt and More ; for he is allowed tt) 
exercife his Religion publickW, and is not 
double*taxed for ms Lands. Tney are equally 
excluded, and for the fame Rea^ only, ^ 
Security of the efbiblifhed Religion, frcnn 
Places of Truft and Power. 

But admit it, for Argument's fake^ to be 
Fady diat no Jew was ever allowed to ex- 
ercife Offices of Truft, and Magiftracy under 
Chriilianf Mahometan,or Pagan Governments: 
Admit too that their holding them, is cori^ 

trary 
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Irary to the declared Will of God ; and that 
ihcir not holding them, tho' received to other 
Privileges, v^rould continue them in the Qua- 
lity of Aliens and Strangers: — ^Yet eVen thefe 
Conceffions would not avail the learned De- 
dicator ; For his Affertion is not only gene- 
ral, veith regard to their Exclufion from the 
iRights of Communitys, but exprefsly, and 
diredUy levelled againft fuch a Naturalization 
of yewSj^ as does itfelf debarr them froni hold- 
ing fuch Offices, — An Englijh Parliamentary 
Naturalization. The Privileges conferred by 
^7i6«/. He avers could not be conferred confift- 
ently with the declared Will of Heaven- Whe- 
ther they could, or not, we fliall enquire more 
particuUrly, after having gone thro the Con- 
fideration of his general Affirmations under 
lliis, and the following Article. 

To iirni up therefore what has been al- 
leged under This, • — Thefe fame Jews^ of 
whom We have been fpeaking — ^Thcfe JewSy 
who> in the Inftances above referred to, ap- 
pear, to have enjoyed antiently, and ftill to 
enjoy, the Rights, and Libertys of the Com- 
munitys, where their Refidence has been, or 
is J— Thefe Jews^ I fay, both were, and are, 
mofl undoubtedly, under the Divine Sentence 
of Dilperfion, and thei^ Peculiarity, and dif- 
tindtive Charade^ as Jews^ has ftiU continu d, 
notwithftanding mch Union, and Incorpora- 
tion with other Nations. 

Wc ieem thereforib^ to be come to this Di- 
Jcmma; as the R^/likW thfe'^lwUi EWft&t \si 
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acknowledge that that Sentence does not con-- 
demn them univerfally to be Vnfettledy Vagor 
ianJs^ Aliens^ and StrangerSy debarred the En- 
trance into all Community s ; or, if it does^ that 
the Execution of it is defeated^ and fruflra- 
ted. And accordingly, we muft find fome 
other Signification of the Threats denounced 
hy the Prophecys, or be obliged to give thofe 
Prpphecys up, as falfified by the Event. 

Observations on the Second Pro- 

pofition. 

Under this Head, the ingenious Dedicator 
attempts to prove that the fuppofed Sentence 
of Exclufion muft neceflarily refpeft the Par^ 
titulars of the Jewijh Race, and not the Qm- 
muntty\ and fupports it by this Argument, that 
** One People can be no other than Aliens, 
'« and Strangers to Another People, by the 
" Conflitution of Nature/' He had faid 
above that the ^* Sentence denounced againft 
** them was not only the Lofs of their own 
" Community, but the being debarred the 
" Entrance into any Other/* 

Now, if I am not greatly miftaken, there 
will appear an evident Fallacy in this Argu- 
ment. For the Word Community ^ and Thofe 
of One People^ and Another People^ ipade ufc 
of as equivalent thereto, have different Senfcs 
in the different Parts of It. The Commu- 
nity, which the learned Writer attributes to 
the Je'iffs^ as ilill fubfifUng, and Which he 

would 
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would prove not to be the Objed of the Sen- 
tence of Exclufion, is quite a different Sort- 
of Community, not only from That, which, 
he tells them they had loft, but from fuch 
an One too, as muft be underftood by the 
Words, One Peopky and Another People. The 
Conununitv loft, and tliat kind of Commu- 
hityi whicn by the Conftitution of Nature^ 
can be no other than Alien and Stranger to 
another Community, fall under One and the 
iame Defcription, viz. That of a People fixed 
and eftabliflied in a certain Refidence, and 
united by a certain Civil and Religious Con- 
ftitution. — I do not mean to • give This, as an 
cxa<3: Definition, but it is fufficient to convey 
iny Idea. — Whereas the Community of Jews^ 
which it is faid the PUniJhment of Exclufion 
cannot refpeSl^ is a Body, or Number of Peo- 
ple, banifhed from their own Country, living 
under the Laws of other Conununitys, and 
united only by a Common Defcent, Name, 
Religion, and the Inftituted Mark of it. 
' That the Community loft, and That now 
liibfifting are rightly defcribed above, will, 
\ fuppofe, want no Proof. And that fuch a 
Community, as the Former, muft be under- 
ftood by tfte Words One People ^ and Another 
People^ is equally evident, becaufe the Fadt 
aflcrted, whatever it may be, if you take the 
Words in that Senfe, is not true, if you take 
them iii a different one : For a diflblved Com- 
munity, a Nation, or People^ if you pleafe, of 
individuals^ niay move, or be tcmKN^di SxvXa ^ 

C 2 dcNi5i««^. 
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different Country j and, if other peculiar Cir- 
cumftances did not prevent it, might, not- 
withftanding any Conjlitution of Nature^ be- 
come fo blended, incorporated, and natura- 
lized in another Community, Nation, or Peo- 
pky as that they ihould be no longer Aliens 
and Strangers to that other People. 

Suppofe, for Inftancc, the whole Difpcr- 
fion, /. e. the whole prefent People of the 
Jews, removed into England^ converted to the 
Chriftian Faith, received, allowed to purchafe 
Lands, to intermarry vnth the Natives, and 
enjoy all other Privileges of natural bcMH Sub- 
jedls ; Might it not be faid, with truth, that 
the whole Jewijh Nation was naturalist in 
England? Muft this one People remain ftill, 
by the Conftitution of Nature, Aliens and 
Strangers to that other People ? 

How far it is true that one People or Cbm- 
munity, in the other Senfe, viz. That of a 
fixed, and eftablifhed Civil Society, muft, by 
the ConjEtitution of Nature, be Aliens, and 
Strangers to Another People, or Communi^, 
in the Senfe oppofed to Citizens or Denizens^ 
(for that is the only one we are concerned 
with) I am not now ibllicitous to enquire, 
becaufe it can be of no Weight in the preieni 
Argument. But this I fuppofe 1 may affirm, 
that What is fixed by the Conftitution of 
Nature, cannot be altered by the Pradlice of 
Men ; and, yet, I believe, it would not be 
difficult to produce Inftances, fromt the Roman 
Hiftory, of the Freedom or Civitas of • Rome 
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being conferred upon whole foreign Commu-^ 
nitys at once, Allies of the Republick ; and 
of the Privileges thereof being adxially claim-r 
cd, and enjoyed, and the Rights exercifed, by 
the Members of fuch Conununitys. If that 
was the Cafe, In what Senic can fuch a natu* 
ralized Community be faid to have been Alien 
to the Community of Rome ? 

Be That however as it will : The Medium 
of a fixed, and fettled Community can, as I 
have before obferved, decide Nothing in the 
prcfent Cafe, but is totally inapplicable to it : 
Since, in order to make it' a Proof of what 
it is brought to prove. It muft fuppofe the 
preient Community of Jews to be the fame in 
kind with That, which has been broken and 
loft for 1 790 Years paft, which I imagine No-. 
body will pretend that it is. 

But, admitting it to be true, that this Com- 
munity of Jews fubfifting ftiU under the Dif* 
periion, or, in other Words, this Colle^iofi 
of like Individuals, without Seat of Empire, 
^thout Magiftrates, without the Powtr. f€ 
executing Coercive Laws upon it's own Mem- 
bers, could not, in the Nature of Things^ 
ceafe ^to be Alien, and Stranger to all othsx 
Communitys, What would then be the Cafe ? 
Why, according to the learned Dedicator, the 
Sentence of Exdufion mufl: fall upon the Par-^ 
ticulars. The Confequence of which, as I 
conoeive, would be, that the whole Number 
of /)ff«;j, foattered over tije Face of the Earth, 
wpuld ^ AUens from every other Cotc^scixx^^ 
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by the Conftitutlon of Nature, and Every In- 
dividoal Jew would be the Same by the Sen- 
tence of God. 
. But here I doubt We have a Diftinftion 
without a Difference : For if the whole Peo- 
ple of the fcatter'd Jew^ be Aliens by Nature, 
where (hall we find Particulars to be fb by 
Sentence only ? — And, if fuch Individuals, as 
conflituting the CoUedtive Body, are already 
by Nature Aliens, How can we conceive a 
Judicial Sentence to condemn them to That, 
as a Punifhment, which mufl be the Natural 
Cbnfequence of their being Members of fuch 
a Society ? 

'If this be not fo, I mean if the Individuals 
rf fuch a fuppofed Alien Conmmnity, Tiw, 
or Other, do not partake of the natural Inca- 
pacity of the whole ; Then, any ftigle Mem- 
of it may be naturalized : ana li One, 
theii Ten : and fb on to a hundred, and to 1 
thoufand, if you pleafe, till the whole Num- 
ber bcicomes Free of fbmc other Community. 
In which Cafe I * apprehend we fhall fall into 
rfiife Abfurdity, that the whole Conmiunity! 
would be both Free, and Alien, at one and 
the j&me timie.— But if, on the other Hand, 
Ae feveral Members of this Naturally Alien 
Community are Naturally Alien too, I mufi; 
confefs myfelf at a lofs to find out the Di- 
ftinAion, upon which the learned Dedicator^s 
Argument is founded ; or to compr^end how 
That becomes a Punifhment to all die Con- 

ftituent 
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(tituent Parts, which is not a Punifhment, 
but a Natural Coniequence to the Totality. 

But, if Nothing more be meant by aflcrt- 
ing that " One People can, by the Conftitu- 
•^ tion of Nature, be no other than Alien, 
<* and Stranger to Another People," than, diis 
iclf evident Propofition, that a People, conii- 
der d as Separate, and Diftind, cannot, at the 
&me time, and with reipe£t to the fame Ob* 
je6t, be Mixed and Incorporated ; and if the 
prefent yewijh Race does, in truth, as the 
teamed Decucator muft neceiTarily, for his 
Argument's Sake, afiirm, conftitute fuch a 
People ; I may then, I think, as fairly con- 
clude diat they cannot be difperfedy as that 
they cannot be naturalized: For to fuch a 
Conununity, as cannot, by the Conflitution 
of Nature, be other, than Alien from Another 
Conununity, CoUeftion, and Union are as 
(cfiential, as Separation, and Diftin<ftion : And 
the &me fuppofed Natural Impediment, which 
would prevent it*s Junction, and Incorpora* 
tion, whilft it remains Diftind, will equally 
prevent It's Difperiion, whilft it remains 
United. 

From all that is above obferved, as well 
under This, as the former Proportion, I may 
now, I believe, venture to conclude, that. 
Whatever be rfie Sentence upon the Jewijh 
Nation, It does not import, as affirmed in the 
Dedication, that, '^ the Particulars of their 
" Race, as oppofed to their Community, fhal} 
'' not be received by Naturalization to the 

*^ Rl^ht-^^ 
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1* ' Rights, and Privileges of Freeborn Subjeds 
of thofe Civil States, amongft which they 
happen to be difperfed/' And that We 
cannot " have feen this Sentence wonderfully 
^* confirmed by the adtual Inflidlion of it for 
•* the Space of 1700 Years/' becaufe, in Fa6t, 
and Reality, it neither has been, nor is ac- 
tually, fo inflided upon All thofe Particulars, 
who are fuppofedj by the learned Writer, to 
be the Objei^s of it. 

But, before I quit this Head entirely, I dc- 
fire to put in this Caution :— That when I 
^ak of the Poffibility of any Nation being 
blended, loft, and funk by Naturalization in 
the Mafs of another People, I do not mean 
to apply it to the JewSj nor indeed tb any 
odier People profdSing a feparate Religion 
ftooi that Community, which nas taken them, 
us Members, into their Body, fo . aUblutely, 
as to fay, that no Difference will remain. 
For it is evident that, in the Cafe of the 
Jewi in particular, they have, by Adherence 
to Religious Rites, and Obfeivances of a quite 
different kind fro6i Thofe pfaftifsd by other 
Nations, remained a diftinguifh'd and feparate 
Generation, in the Midft of all their various 
Refidences ; and will undoubtedly preferve the 
&niie Peculiarity, and Diftindtion, fo long as 
that evident Caufe of it fh all* continue, not- 
withftanding any Mixture, Incorporation, or 
Memberihip, in ChrifHan:^ or other Commu- 
nitys ; as Thofe of them, who were bom in 
EfigfanJ, are, and muft naturally be^ tho' 
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Ibi^Jhitm by Births ftill known to t)€ ^$^s 
bjrllerigibrl. So far certainly DiftiiKftion i§ 
consent with. Naturalization. 

O B s E R V A T I p N s uppQ the . Thitd Propo* 

. . Jfition, 

tf what Is advanced, under the firft Head 
of thefe Remarks, with relped to the Condi-r 
tion pf' a' natural-born ^iW in this Country, 
be true iji fadl, the Objection urged ag^ft a 
Parliainentary Naturalization, as inconfiftent 
with ffip Prophecy?, will, 1 believe, appear 
to hfiVe little Weight : For, as the Privileges 
ptended to be grahted to Foreign "Jews^ by 
liie Adt/pafled, and repeal'd, were no more, 
libr greater, thsin Thofe j^lready enjoyed, as a 
fiirtn-Right, under die Law, as it before 
ftood, by fuch "Je^^ .as were born in En^landf 
It is plain there could be no Reafon for. the 
L^gluature to apprehend, that fuch a Natura^ 
lization' would be either ** as direct ah Oppor 
" fition to die Prophecy s, or the declared Will 
" of Heaven, as the Attempt of Julian to re- 
" biiild their Temple," or indeed that it 
would, be any Opppjlition, or any ** Infulf 
** upon the Prophecies" at all. For, if thofe 
Privilfeges, which fu9h Natural-born y^f'ze^i alr» 
ready enjoy, were contrary to the declared 
Will of Heaven, They could not enjoy them : 
The fame Power, which interpofed to prevent 
the ReJ>uilding of the Temple, would doubt- 
lefs prevent this Con tradiftiou to \!tvt.^to^'^csR.% 

D ^^^ 
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alfo. And therefore the a£hial Enjoyment of 
thofe Privileges, by fome JewSj was a Dcmon- 
flration of me Innocence of extending them 
to other Jews. The Counfel of the Almighty 
fhall ftand. His Permiflion, in this Cafe» ex- 
plains, and anfWers for his Will. 

I have juft faid that the Britijh Legiflaturc 
had no Reafbn to apprehend the Reproaches \ 
above-mentioned, as juftly thrown on Them, 
upon Account of their Conduit in . pafling the 
Ad: of Naturalizatioa : I add now, that it 
would be a very melancholy and terrifying 
Confideration for Every Member of that Le- 
giflaturc, and for the whole Nation too, if it 
were otherwife. For, as, at the Tipic of re- 
pealing their own Aft, by which They had 
granted Naturalization to Foreign Jews in 
England, upon their applying for it. They left 
unrepealed That paflted in the 13th of the 
prefent King, for naturalizing yews in Ame^ 
ricay tho' They were ' well apprised 6f it's 
Contents, and had even quoted, appealed to, 
and approved it, in their firft Aft ; They, viz. 
the whole Legiflature of this Kingdom, King, 
Lords, and Commons, would be foiind, if the 
Dedicator fays true, to be Abettors, and Main- 
tainers of an Aftion incoiiliftent widi " Com- 
" mon Honefty, and Conmion Decency," and 
not only fo, but, which is infinitely worfe, 
iwd more dreadfiil, muft appear to ftand, at 
this Moment, and as long as They fhall fufFer 
that American Law to continue in Force, in 

•*direft 
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^* dired Oppofidon to the Prophecies, or the 
« declared Will of Heaven." 

But to return : Suppofe the Freedom ob- 
tained by Birth to be out of the Queftion 5 If 
it fliall appear, that any Particulars of the 
Ji^Jh Nation have been actually received by 
rarlmmentary ** Naturalization to the Rights 
^* and Privileges of the Freeborn Subjefts of 
'^ this Civil State,'* I fuppofe that, after That> 
it virill be no more pretended that fuch an 
Akdmiffion is " contrary to the Prophecies, or 
^* the declared Will or Heaven,*' or that their 
Sentence and Condemnation confifls in being 
" debarred an Entrance into any Community." 
But (uch an Inftance may be produced ; for if 
my Information be true, of which I have no 
Doubt, near Two hundred Jews had been 
a&ually naturalized in America^ in Purfuance 
of the abovementioned A£t, before the Year 

753- 

r ■ 

Observations upon the Fourth Propo- 

fition. 

The Author of the Diafpora had endea- 
iroured to eftablifh his own Idea of the true 
Import of the Sentence pronounced by Al- 
mighty God againft the Jewijh Nation, by 
confidering in what the Revocation of it was, 
according to the fame Prophecies, which pro- 
nounced it, to confift. And This he fuppofed 
it did, in " bringing Them back from the 
" four Winds to the Land of their Father*^/' 

D 2 va 
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in *' converting, and putting Them tgam m 
*' Pofleffion of Jerufakmp and the Jioly Moun^ 
" tain." 

The learned Dedicator, takes the fame Way 
to tnake good his own Aflertion :, but abfo* 
Jutely denys the above Suppofition; 

He affirms, on the contrary, tfciat, ^ the ! 
** only Idea we Chriflians can entertaui of the • 
** future Civil Condition of the^^j, when \ 
** the Fullnefs of the Gentiles fhall be come j 
^* in, and Ifrael be reflored to Grace, is This, | 
** That, on their Converfion, They ihall be 
*' Naturalized, and Incorporated^ as their 
*' Convenience, or Inclination, may lead themi 
** into the various Conamunitics of the Faithr 
« ful." 

Yet of This no diredl Proof fi-om ScriptutC) 
or otherwife, is produced. It is only a,utho- 
ritatively laid down as the fole future Civil 
Condition, which wovdd remain for y^ws^ if 
their ExpeSation of a Reflitution to thdr 
original Country, Religion, and Policy be ill 
founded. ^"' : 

And that it is fo,' He endeavours to prove 
Thus — " The Genius of Chriflianity, and the 
Tenor of the Prophecies, as interpreted by 
Chrifl, and his ApofUes, declare fuch a Rc- 
floration, viz. to the Land of yudea^ and a 
Revival of the Temple Service, to be majni- 
feflly abfurd, and altogether ihconfiflent 
** with the Nature of the Whole of God's Re- 
** ligious Difoenfation." And then proceeds 
*' to inforih tne Jeu^s, that " the Mofatck LaWj 

* ' «or 
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^' or Religion^ was only preparatory to, and 

* t3rpical of the Gofpel, and Confequently, 

* that, on the Eftablifcment of Chriftianity, 
*. the Political Part of their Inftitution became 
^* abolifhed, and the Ritual Part entirely 
'' ccafe4." 

Now, tho* This may be a very proper Point 
to be infifted on, and has been urged a Thou- 
land Times in the Controverfys, which Chri- 
&iaos have had with Jews, in order to refute 
their erroneous Notions, about their prefent 
ajid future State, and to bring Them over to 
die Belief of the Truths ©four moft Holy Re* 
ligioh ; yet, that it is of any Ufe towards 
proving, what was to be proved, in this par- 
ticular Queftioni I greatly doubt; For the* I 
&oukl admit the Premiies, I may ftill deny 
the Coniequence. I may admit that there 
(ball be no SUCH RESTORATION to their 
own Land, as the Jews exped, and yet ftill 
affirm (with the Prophets, as I conceive and 
widi the Gofpel too) that, upon their Con- 
rerfion, there fhall be A RESTORATION 
to it. And if there ftiall be a Reftoration, on 
Iheir Cohverfion, then the learned Dedicator's 
tn&rence from his whole Argument, that, 
^' They {hall be Naturalized^ and incoipora- 
" ted into the various Communitys of the 
*< Faithful, as their Convenience, or Inch- 
" nation may lead them" feems to be in fbme 
Danger. 

\. Now tho* " the Mofaick Law, or Religion" 
be aboliihed, and no more to be reftored^ It 



[30] 

is fiirely not impoflible, nor abfurd to ima- 
gine, that the Power of God ftiould bring this 
whole People, fcatter d, as they are at ' prc- 
fent, over the Face of the Earth, bacK to 
their Original Country, and that, being re- 
fettled there, he fhould give them, or dired 
them to the Choice of, fomc Form of Go- 
vernment, under the Theocracy of Chrift their 
King. * 

And, if thefe Chriftian Ifraelites have tbus^ 
once more, a Country of meir own, and be- 
come again Members of a fixed and efta- 
blifti'd Community there. We Gentile Chi-: 
Jlians may then conceive^ in relation to i&/r 
Civil Condition^ fomething diflferent £rpm That 
of being ^^ Naturalized^ and incorporated into 
" the various Communitys of the Faithfiill.7 

And fuch a Reftitution, as I have now de« 
fcribed, I cannot apprehend to be either con- 
trary to the Genius of Chriftianity, or incon- 
fiftent with the whole of God's Religious Dif- 
penfations : I do not think the ingenious De-* 
dicator will himfelf affirm it to be fo. . 

But, on the contrary, the Inc(nporating» 
Blending in the Gentile Race, and, as it were, 
Annihilating the whole Jewijh Name, the 
entire Seed of Abraham^ feems difficult to be 
reconciled with all thofe Texts of the Law, 
and the Prophets, which Ipeak of them, as 
of thofe, whom God would diftinguifh,' as 
his chofen People, to the End of all Thinjgs; 
Whole Seed Jhould be known among the Getir 
tiles, and their Offspring among the Peopk. ' ' 
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*Jfaiabf whofc Prophecy of the Reftoration 
:)f jferufalem fcems plainly to relate to Times 
fubiequcnt to the Mefliah, is very ftrong, and 
explicit in declaring— Not, that die Jews fhall 
be loft, and fwallow'd up in the Maf^ of the 
Gfentile World, — But contrariwife, that the 
Gfentiles, with their Kings, fliall relbrt to the 
Seat of the Jewijh Empire, and be under 
iheir Dominion ♦• 

And may not this, in a fecondary Senfe at 
leaft, be tne Gathering of the People to Sbihb, 
or to yudaby foretold by Jacob ? 

Does not St. Paul too exclude the Notion 
of an Ingraffment of the Jews^ who are finally 
to be. converted, into the Gentile Stock, when 
he fays to. the Romans, (xi. 24.) fpeaking pro- 
plietically of fuch Jews^^ as fhould not abide 
in UnbelieJF, that they ihould be grafFed into 
Acir own Olive Tree ? 

It is not my Intention to lengthen out this 
ftiort Difcourfe with Quotations, either from 
Scripture, or from Commentators on it. I fhall 
only throw into, a Note below Ibme few Re- 

.'./_ fer^ces^ 

* It may perhaps feetn (hocking to fuch Chriftians, iu 
bave ufed themfelves to confider the Race of IfrailiUSy as 
Obje£b of Contempt, and Derifion, and not as Thofe, 
'* pf whom,**, as the Apoftle (ays, «* are the Adoption, the 
" Gloiy, the Covenants, the licgiflation, the DivineWor- 
^^ (hip, and the Promifes,'' to fee thefe very defpifed, and 
rdeded People ; reprefented, as future Rulers, or Lords 
of the Gentiles, now their Matters. Yet TTiis is the 
Stile of the Prophets. But whether to be underftood of 
the Converged, w. Unconverted Pan of th!& GtnsuX^^^ ^^^ 
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fsTinceSy * but of many, which mi^t be 
brought to atteft the Reftoration of the Jew/h 
Natioij from this kft Difperfion ; The Re- 
peopling of ytuka y the Rebuilding of Jeru- 
fokm's and their new, and glorious Settkment 
there 3 the Eredlidn of a new Empire 5 and 
the vaft Extent of its Power ; the Purity ef 
the Religion to prevail in that Ihappy Church ; 
the vaft Affluence of the Centites to it ; -f 
the uninterrupted 'Peace ; the iinexhaufted 

is not exprefled, n^ doteraiined. I i)M3uId ihyfclF inclmi 
to fuppefe die Latter^ as befl fuited to tbo(b Paflae^ in 
the Apoftolick Spiftlcs, which feem to abotiiQi ' all Dutinc- 
^oa between the Membeis of the Kingdortiof QkiR. ^ 
f ^If.^>> Id. lix. 20. \9 tbe End of tfe. Prophecy. Jir* 
xxiii. 5,. 6, 7, & :E74k. igcxiv. 20. tp thf Snd. xxxvii^ 
31. to the End. /i xxxix. DaWj. xii. 7.- %r^ii. a^8. to 
idle Ehdi^ iii. 1 8^ 20, 21. Am^s ix^ ^^ Mlcah m 
fSi^th. t* and xii. . ^df^ akd TMu .... 

t It may perhaps be not very unroa^oaVIf to /upppfe 
tha^ t^ Affluence p( the Qentile Nations, from all Parts, 
ib*^ Bring i^refents, and to pay their AdojFadoh to the Gq(I 
^'^ae'l, may b^ tbe-Antitype to that generrf Anmigl' ^^ 
fbf^ of7.th.e Jiun f«r ^e-Q^kbration of ttie great F^afis at 
Jfw^iUcm. Nor is \t ^pj f^H^oa tq the Suppofitiofv of 
lu^ a Pi^re, and Spintual Chriftian Worfliip being there 
hm i ftst' performed, that our Saviour declares, Tl^t the 
Father fhall be no longer worfliip'd, either in that Pl^icc, 
mt In Mbiint 6m7Mimi Since it is evid^t, by the Kinj 
(0f Wot^Aip, which he ftiys ihall be AiMKtiited to, and 
Mrhich he oppofe» to* That till then olkrVi tbat it is the 
Sacnifici^ Service entyj; wirti ^e other Local Ordinances^ 
^Md Cettemonies of i^yefvl/h^ and Sanktritan Ritual, or 
Whidi he fepetelis the entire Ceflation. - The Worihip in 
Spirit, aind in Truth, ma^ be equally well perfenned in afl 
f4ace^ y The Saerificiat m one Place only ; as orediding 
the gniat Sa^rifiee of ^e Lamb of God) to be UHce^ an£ 
^on^Tumity^ but ufpoii ofceS^^otilyf'oflbnd. 



Plenty; and the unmixed Felicity, wW4l 
fliall be there enjoyed } the Prefence of God 
with theih j and laftly, the long Duration of 
this His new Kingdom^ being to continue for 
Evcfi or to be coaeval with tne World itfelf*— 
imd which is fuppofed by ibme learned Men 
to be reprefented, under the Figure of a New 
Heaven, and a New Earth* 

And that thefe Things are not to be un- 
derftood merely of the Reiloration from the 
laft Captivity, is evident, becaufe they are to 
be found in fome of the Prophets, who could 
not ipeak of that Refloration as Future^ ha- 
ving been themfelves fubfequent to it.— And 
becaufe^ in Thofe of an older Date, they evi- 
dently relate to Times later than That of our 
Saviour:— Becaufe alfo, the Things foretold 
do not fuit the State of that Captivity ; for 
thofe JewSy whom God then recalled, were 
not difperfed, in the Manner^ that the Pre- 
fent are^ over the whole Earthj — Neither do 
they correfpond with the real Circumftantes 
of that formerly Re-eftabliftied Judaical Go- 
vernment, during it's Continuance ; or appear 
to have been Then verified j— And laiUy, be- 
caufe a Syftem, which was to laft for ever, 
cannot be the fame with One, which fubfift- 
ed lefs than 600 Years^ 

After all I have faid, I am well aware of 
the powerful Operation of Metaphor, and Al- 
legory, when under the Guidance of a fertile 
Imagination, and Syftematical Spirit, upon the 
Litteral Senfe of Scripture ; Neither am I ig- 
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.nOTant what Tralxnutations may be produced 
by the M agick Wand of Criticdfm, ' in (he 
Text of a I^anguage, fo long fince dead, and 
in which fo little is left to enable us to infer 
Certainty fiom Comparifbn. Yet, whatever 
Room, or whatever Neceffity there may be 

, fqr thofe Helps bf Interpretation, and Tra- 
dudtion, in other Prophecies, I cannot, for 

. my Own Part, fee Any, in refpe<3: to Thefe. 

-. For, taken in the Direft, and Litteral Senfe^ 
They feem, moft properly, to refume the 
Thread of the Divine Diipenfations, whidi, 

.. like a River under Ground, had pa£fed thro' 
the Intermediate Ages, in a Comparative Ob- 
fcurity ; and to carry them on, to that great, 
and confpicuous Period, when the Gentiles Jhdl 

; come to their Light y and Kings to the Bright- 
^^^fe rf /i&^/r Rijing. — When the hitherto un- 
fulfilled Promfies of God fhall be made good 

. to Abraham^ and to David : And Meffiah the 
Prophet, and the Prieft, fhall appear as Meffiah 
the King *. 

Can 

* It may pofHbly be objcfted here, that our Saviour him- 
" felf forbids us to give this Interpretation to the Prophecies, 
.- 1 by declaring, (at y^Aw xviii.) ih:it his Kingdom is not of 
. thitJVortd: Eutif it be, the Objedion muft come from 
an Eyiglijh Reader, mifled by the equivocal Ufe of the 
, Particle OF. For in the Original it is My Kingdom is not 
*■'■ From this World, and what follows. But now it is not 
.. Fr(im henceif, is rightly tranflated. The Meaning therefore 
, jnuft be. That his Kinadom did not come to him by Hu- 
man Appointment, but by Divine : for otherwife, if he had 
bv/d it to the Gift, or Acknowledgment of Misn^ Thofe 
who gave ity (as He argues tg PiU^) ?rould hMve'^eMez- 
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Gan this be called a State of Tilings inccm*- 
fiftcnt with the Genius, either orjfidiifm, or 
of Chriftianity ? To nie, I miitt own, that 
it feems rather a moft glorious," and" wbrth^* 
Gonclufion, fo far as regards the preferit World^' 
of the whole Oeconomy of Revelation j as iV 
fappofes all keligious DiftinftionS to ceafe* 
thenceforth for Ever -^ leaves no Difference^ 
between Natural^ and Reveali^d-i^^-extinguifhes* 
at once What may remain, in Practice) or* 
Profeffion, of the- Mofaic'Ritiwil," tHe *Pigah- 
Idolatry, the Abfurditys of idahofjiet^ and the- 
Multiplicity oif ' Chriflian' Greed's-^prefervini 
the Scriptural Order of the Jewfirfty^ and a^4 
the Gentile ; but uniting the whole Flocfc nvp^ 
der one great Shepherd, So that, in 'this'Pe- 

E 2 fped; 

voured to fupport the Authority They had conferr^d^ 
Neither could He confidently have affirmed that his King-* 
dom was not o^cr this World, becaufe the whole Tenor, 
of Scripture afcribes fuch a Kingdom to Him, and ' tl^ 
does himfelf more than once acknowledge it. The Com- 
mencement of it He does indeed fecm to fix to the Time 
of the Deftruftion of Jerufalerriy for He fays that fome 
then with him fliould live to fee it : But this is yory con* 
fifteht with what I have fuppofed above may be the Senfe 
of the Prophecies, For, tho' the Kingdom of Chrift updft 
Earth will have long fubfijfted, at the Time of the Cen- 
yerfion of the Jews^ yet it has certainly not fubfifted in that 
Extent and Glory, which are-fo often predifted of'it^ 
Neither hath This mighty Prince, to whom a Crown >ikai 
given^ and who went forth Conquering^ and to C6fiquerj\cx^, 
tended his Dominion hitherto from Sea to Seoy and frbni 
ihe River to the Ends of the Earth. His Sovereignty is as 
yet acknowledged but by a fmall Part of the Globe com- 
paratively : The Time muft come, wheti all King^. jha&i 
fa^ deum t^fore Him : and All Natiom Jhall jcruc H\7n^ 
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fkne Manner^ asithc ^ch AngcLMici^ael mufd. 
Jbb iiJiderAood to-liave preiidcd over the ancl* 
efiti^fJAm/^Govermneoti when He is, by Hin^ 
ivlio mJKle the ReyelaticMi. to Darnel^ fijdo^ 
TTour^Princey , L o. Prince of the. Jews. 

4 9 ' ^^ 

Additothia, that i^s St. Paul in the Chap* 
ter abpva quoted of hi& Epiflle ta the Rsmansj 
does, ex^rddy. apply {y. 26.) the firil: Part o£ 
^at noble Prophecy of Ifaiab^ concerAing* a. 
Rciftitution of attt Jewp^ Nation, and the 
trsfiiicendent Glory of tneir New Eftablifh* 
Qient, to thoie Times, when the FuUneJs of the 
Gmtilts pall h come in^ and when all Ifrael 
Jhall' be.favedy or converted ; One cannot byt 
v^kx^ all that J^Upws to the fame Period : For 
k'- run&'On in a condnued Series of the mofl 
magnificent Promifes to this Reconciled, and 
Reftored Nation, from the Prediction (at cb. 
fix. V. 20.) of the * Redeemer who Jhall come 
to Sioriy and unto Them that turn from Trajif- 
greffion in yaccb^ to the End of the following. 
Chapter at leaft : And is fo connedted toge-r 
ther, that it feems not to be pofiible to allot 
SF&'j Part of it to One People, and One Age^. 
and n:)at to Another People, and Another 

* This is the Tranfiation of our Bible from the He-: 
brew : But St. PaitTs Quotation of the fame Paflage is 
ibmething differerit, as being taken from the Septuagint, 
where the Words are, ** The Deliverer (hall come upon 
S* Account ofy or for the Sake of Sion [inxif Y^tm : but on^ 
•< M, S. has it »vo Ztu9, which is equivalent to St. Paul's 
<« Ex 2)»«r) '' and flijjl turn away Impietys AaQtia^ from 
^^Jacobf* /. e, fhall put an End to their Impiety in re- 
JielUng the Cbriftian Revelation. 
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Age; But He^ that attributes the Redeeiner 
or Deliverer (as St. Paul does) to the Hebrino 
Nation> as One, to come i^ut of, or for the Sake 
tf SioHy after the Accomplifhment of what 
men remained j and ^ill remains to be ful- 
filled of G6d's Difpenfetioii towards -the Gen- 
tiles, muft, I think, neceffarily afcribe to die 

' fame Nation, and the fame Times,~th6 Ga- 
thering themfelves together,— the Cbming of 
their Sons from Far, — the Flowing in of the 
Gentiles with their Wealth, and joining^ nn 
the Worftiip of the Lord God, the Holy tine 
of Ifraely (to declare, .as ' it is worded in -the 
cii. Pfalm, the Name of the Lord in Sion^ ^and 
his Worfliip at yerufalemy when the People 
are gathered together, and the Kingdoms* iH&y 
to ferve the Lord) — ^The Reverence, and Bow- 
ing down to ' them of Thofe, by whom' they 
had been formerly afflicted .-^The Rebuild- 
ing of Jerufalem. —^Thc unparalleled Proiperity, 

. Righteoufnefs, Power, and Perpetuity of this 
new j^ftablifhment, which God will make 

• an Eternal Excellency^ and to which the Lord 
himfelf will be an e'verlafting Lights and It's 

- God If s Glory. 

' I know there are Thofej who would alofibe 
thefe great, and adniirable PrediSionsv to the 

: Chriftian Church : And fo far they are rig^t : 
They do certainly relate to a Church of Chi^ i 

■•* but not to that narrow, and circumfcifilfed 

y Community of Believers, which does aot^: as 

«. yet^ after fo many Ages, . extend » to one -Half 

-^1 



rf tJic known World, fo far is the * wh6!c 
■ Fullnefs of the Gentiles from being hitherto 
come in : But to a future general Colleftion, 
and Aflbciation of the Faithfulj including Ae , 
whole Body of Ifraelites then in being ; For 
- ** to them (as St. Peter fpeaks) stnd to their 
** Children^ and to as many as are afar off 
•« (/. e. difperfed abroad) isi the Promife," 
. And, befides that St. Pauh as (hewn above, 
cktermines this Prophecy of Ifaiab to tefytd, 
the Converfion> and Revocation of the Jenijs, 
It is not poflible to aflign any i^ra of the 
Gentile Chriftian Church in particular, or of 
die Chriftian Church in general, taken in a 
Icfs extended View, to which the fevefal 
Things there predided have already, or do, or 
indeed can hereafter quadrate, and correfpond. 
But to conclude the probable Proofs from 
Ae New Teftament, — St. John too, in the 
Clofe of his Revelation, adopting many of the 
Images, and Expreffions of the antient Pro- 
phets, feems to foretell the fame Great Events, 
viz. die Converfion of the Jews to the Purity 

* This Coming in of the Fullnefe of the Gentiles, if 

. rightly interpreted of their Converfion, mud certainly, \ff 

the natural Import of the Expreilion, point to fome verjf 

great Enlargement of Chrift's Kingdom upon Earth ; But 

. neither Then {viz. at the Time of the Cunverfion of Ac 

. Jews) will it receive it's utmoft Extenfion, for the Pro- 

mecies ftill mention a defperate and final Effort of the 

rowers of Darknefs to be made againfl it, by aflemblingi 

and bringing up a^ainfl the Beloved City, and the Camp 

of the Saints, Nations, from the four Quarters of the 

Eartbi numerous as the Sand of the Sea. 

of 
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Tiths Chriftlan F^tb, by the Mai^is^e oftkt 
La^D^^^The Reftoratioi> of their N^tion^ and 
^ityj vfiOoi tjtie total Abolition, at the fame 
l4(pe, ojf ^1 Ohfervance of their former Ritu^ 
Uaw, by the Hgure of the New Jerufalem, 
^ceoding from Heaven, without a Temple 
>-^and the Conflux of the Gentiles to it, when 
l^e fiys Tie Nations of them which are faved 
(viz. CQpverted to Chriftianity) JhaU walk iff 
the Light of ity y'vz, the New Jerufalem, an4 
the Kings of the Marth do bring their Ghn and 
Boinour to It. Jufl as the Aut|^or of a Pialtft 
above quoted, foretells, (and adds, that la^ 
writes it for Thofe that con^e after^) . tha^ 
" The Heathep ihall fear thie . Nam^ of the 
^^ Lord, apd all the Kings of the £ar|}i \^ 
^^ Maje% ; when the Lord fhall build up 
** Sion, and when his Glory (hall appear.** 
Which was certainly not fuU^ed in the 
former Reflitution of the Jewijb Nation to 
yiuka. 

I fhall only jufl: mention, that the litteral 
Revocation, and Re-eflablifhment of thcJemA 
people, in the Land given, from the firft, by 
God Almighty to their Fore Fathers, for an 
J^verlajiing Poffeffion^ which I have been con- 
tending for, is no novel Dodtrine, or Interpre- 
tation of Scripture ; But was received, as the 
true Meaning of the Prophets, by fbme of the 
mofl fible^ and learned of thofe Chriflians, 
vho lived neareft to the Apoflolical Age--^-^ 
'yhat jcnany of the befl Expofitors, pf the fol- 

F Vy«vw5^ 



lowing Centuries, upderftobd them in di$ 
iame Senfe,— and, in thcfe latter Days, fomc 
of our own greateft Divines. I have therefisrc 
the lefs Scruple of declaring T^^ to be my 
own Opinion, and efpec^ally as the learned 
Dedicator, has only afferted the Ccmtrary, not 
produced any Proof to confute it : though, to 
lay the Trutib, I fhould like my own NoticMi 
of that Matter die better, if it hj^d happened 
to be conforfnable to his, 
• But, putting the Locality of the yewijh 
Reftitutibn out of the Qucftion-*-Let yervfa- 
Jem, and Judea too continue to be trodden 
down of the Gentiles for ever : Where fhall 
we find the End of the Dilperfion, if the Dif- 
perfed are to be ** incorporated into the various 
«^ Comniunitys of Chriftians"-— rYet an End 
of it there niuft, and will be, and That, fub: 
fequent to the Time of the Meffiah, the Red 
out efthi Stem ofyeffe, {Ifar. 1 1.) if we give j 
Credit to the Word of God by the Prophet 
For the Lordjhall fet up an Enjignfor the Na: 
tionSj and jhdll ajjemble the Outcajis of Ifrael^ 
and gather together the Dijperfed of Judah from, 
the four Corners of the Earth:' In tiiis JPaffage 
•you have a Re-stflembling, and Re-uniting in 
•one Place, of the Jews of the laft Diiiperlion, 
foretold in exprefs Words .-7-Upon the learned 
'Dedicator^s Scheme, How is it accomplished? 1 
It is likely that Some, wl^o have a Right io ; 
give their Opinions upbr^ thcfe Matters, as i 
"haying confidered Them, and Many others, | 
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vho have no fuch Right, may be apt to think 
'h2it I have gone farther than was neceffary 
nto thefe Scriptural, and Proplietical indeed, 
>ut iinfafhionable^ and exploded Speculations. 
\nd in truth I mufl acknowledge that 1 have 
;hrowh out ibme Hints not abiblittely needM 
:o the Purpofe of anfwering the learned l>edi-i 
:ator's Aflertioris under this Head. Yet if any 
rhing fuggefled in the above Pages, tho* not 
sflential to the prefent Diipute, oGiay be a 
t^eans of exciting Others to the Search and 
Bxamination of thofe fublime, momentous, 
aind too much neglected parts of the Divine 
Writings, therein referred to, and of procur- 
ing to the f^ublick, froni any Hand, a better, 
and more certain Interpretation of them, I 
(hall flatter myfelf that I have not been alto- 
gether idly arid unprofitably employed. 

CONCLUSION. 

Having thus endeavour d to {hew that the 
Sentence denounced againft the jfews of the 
prefent Difpcrfion, was not the " being debarr'- 
** ed an Entrance info other Communitys." 
which Would be a Divine Prohibition of all 
Naturalization of all kindsy v^ith reiped: to 
them ; I fhall naturally be aik'd, wherein I do 
make that Sentence myfelf to cbnfift. But 
before I anfwer that Queftion, . I mufl: be per- 
mitted to make the following Remarks. 



[44l 

!• That when God pohifhes a Nation for 
Sin, it does not follow, that Every feparate 
Member of the Community muft be a Peflbnal 
Sufferer by the Calamity brought upon die 
Whole* But, if the Sentence, or Condcm* 
nation to Puniflunent for Crimes committed^ 
be fuppofed to be denounced againft the Par- 
ticulars of a Nation, as the learned Dedicatbr 
declares cxpreffly, thiat the Punijhment of Ex- 
clufion frohi Communitys, can only f efpfidt Par* 
ticulars, It muft inferr die Infliftibn of foihc 
real Suffering upon thofe Particulars : Oihier- 
wife, it is no Punifliment to Thofe, to whom 
it is no Suffering. It is an Abufe of LtangUage 
to call That Punijhment^ which, neither m it- 
felf, nor it's Certain, and Neccffary Confe- 
qiiences, is a Suffering to Thofe fuppofed to 
be punijhed by it *. 

2. But Whoever will take the Pains to con- I 
fider it, will, 1 believe, find it extremely diffi- j 

* Tho' it may not be neceflaiY to guard this Prbpofi- \ 

tion (fo far as I apply it to the otate of the 7n(/x) that \ 

** Where there is no Suffering Prefent, nor consequentially 

•« Future, there is no Punifliment,'^ with fuch a Cautioii; 

yet, as it may occurr to fome, upon firft Sight, that, tho* 

it ihould be proved, that the Divine Condemnation under 

.which they live here, however attended with no prefent 

^Suffering, may yet be a Punifliment to evay Individi^, as 

• being certainly to be followed by real Suffering hereafter, 

i. e. in another World ; I will juft take Notice, ifl^ That 

befides the great Prefumption, and want of Charity in fudr 

a Suppolition, It is vi^hat no One has a Right to fuOT>ofC| 

being impoffible to prove it either Certain, or Necenarv. 

^ Artd 2dfy, That the Queftidft bctNvetiv U^ v^ iJbout Vifibw 

md Temporal Fiuulhca^ut^ oiAy, 
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it to aflign any fuch Punifhoieiit^ of iiA 
fibring, which he Cian iay is eSttehded td 
»ry Individual of the ^e^fl) Nition- AAd 
, that affirms that the Sentence of God, 
latever it be, is denbunced agaitift the Par^ 
ulars, and not ag^unil the Communiihr, t^iil 
d it as difficult to give a Reafon for the Et- 
iption of any one Particular from it. FiSi; 
die Rejefting of the Meffiah be the Ctiiiic> 
d you fay that the Wrath of God is, uttSii 
at Account, executed upon the pi:e(hit in- 
^iduals of that Race; Upon diat Suppofition^ 
e Rcjeftion being conuhon to AD, the Con- 
mnation following it muft be the Condem- 
ition of All without Exccptibta. Accordingly, 
the Sentence and Condemnation denounobd 
r the Prophets upon the ftill unbelieving 
efcendants of Thofe, who flew the Saviour 
' the World, be, that they (hall not be Na- 
iralized; Then the Natufalization of any 
igle ^ew exempts him from the Sentence 
"onounced* 

3. Upon this foot too, if the " debarnng 
from Entrance into Conunuriitys" be the 
»ntence. It ought to be followed by tom^ 
jal Suffering upon the Particulars, and upon 
very One of them fb debarred. Bat it Is 
X) evident to require Sfiy Proof, butcfdia- 
ion Experience, that the Want of Nalura- 
zation is not univerfally a Punifhment, fince 
lany Chriitians, who have Settlements in ibme 
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^Jommimi^S) ipend their Lives,- by their 
own Choice, where they have none j And 
Multitudes of 'Jews live in £o much Eafe, and 
twenty, and Happinefs, in Countrys, where 
they are Aliens^ and Strangers, that it is plaiii 
the being exclude^ from fomc Privileges .of 
Natural born Subje^ (I fay ibme only, hc^ 
caufe all the real Conveniences, Comforts, and 
Pleafures of Life are to be h^ without Na- 
turalization) ^ no Punishment to them at all. 
Neither indeed is it poffible, in the realbn 
of the Thing, that a ferious and thinking jfe^^ 
ihould take his being debarr'd an Entrance 
into the Privileges of Chriftian, or other Civil 
Societies, to be a judgfnent, either upon 
Himfelf, or his Countrymen, from Above. 
For his Defire is to Jerufalem^ and the Holy 
Land. HisElxclufion from thence, he feels, 
laments, and acknowledges to be the Punifh- 
ihent of the Sins of his Nation^ of his An-^ 
ceftors, and of his own. lie may, for a greater 
Advantege, or Convenience in Trade, follicit 
Admittence into fome Gentile Community ; 
But he can have no reafon to apprehend, that 
a Refufal to incorporate him in fuch a Society, 
as is reprefented, by the erroneous Dodlrinc 
of his Teachers,, to be itfelf an Objeft of the 
Wrath of God, is a Mark, or EfFed: of the 
fame Divine Difpleafure towards Him> or his 
People^ 

■ -* ■ 



4. If it be faid, that> tho' Tuch a fupppi^d 
Prohibition of entering into Coinmuni^S b^ 
not, in itfclf, and fteceflarily, a Punifhment^ 
yet, that it is fo in it's Confequences, as i% 
keeps up that Peculiarity, and Diftindtion, 
which cxpofes them to • Contempt, arid 'HI 
Ufage; I denjr tjiat it has thsit Operation: 
The Diftinguifhing Marks of a jew being 
neither more, nor lefs afFcdted by fuch Ad- 
niiffion^ or Excluiioi). Witnefs the Cafe of 
Natural born yews in our own Country, who, 
with refpeft to the Peculiarity, and DifHnc- 
tion above mentioned, are exadtly in the fame 
State, as their Unnaturalized Fathers, or 
Grand Fathers wer? before $hem. 

5. Since it is certain that this Peculiarity, 
and Diftindtion, by which yews are known 
to be yewsy has brought upop very many^^ 
perhaps a great Majority of them, in all Ages, 
fince the Pefolation of yerufalem, Derifionj 
and injurious Treatment, from Heathens, and 
Mahometans, as well as Chriftians ; and fince 
it is not unufual to hear that Diftinftion itfelf 
fooken of, as a Mark fet on them by Provi- 
dence for thofe very Purpofes^l It may bp 
proper to copfider, without Prejudice, what 
it is, that does, in reality, fo diftinguifh them 
from the Reft of Mankind. 

* Now if there were any fuch external Imrf 
preffion upon the Form, or Features of that 
Race of Men, as fhould enable you to fay, at 
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fifft Sightt m werjlnHzncCy '' This is ^ Jcw^' 
One mi^ ia%Iy attribute fuch an Univedk 
Pij^uuftiye Char^Sl^ ta tktf immedi;ate Ope^ 
intion ojf FroyiiEteooe, But the Fadb is cecr 
i^mly not ib« It is indeed True» that ^e; 
if^iup^ers of ihipiqi ffom a cettain Bifn^pK 
pf A^r im4 Caxriage, contTai^;6d hy airoci%ti9& 
|blel^:r or cljiiedy with each other; of from 
p^qular Jinplemeiits of Trade, withojLit which 
tJbey afe fildom feen s or firoai DkeneA of 
prels ; and many too of Thofb here from the 
Tinftufe of w ^ricim^ or rortuguefe Ex» 
trafUon I are judged by every Eye to be Jews^ 
;put every Body may recoiled^ having feea 
iomt of that People, a|: pne time or other, 
free fron^ alj Particularity of Appearance. 
And;^ if it were otherwile, J mean if the 
putward Difference between jews, and Chri- 
ftians were Univerfal, It would not be pollible 
for any of them to remain undiicover d, as 
\^hole ^''amilys are reported to do, during 
tt^eir Lives, in thofe Countrys, where the In- 
q^fiitipii is eilabliihed. 

Neither would there have been any Qccar 
jjoi^ Ipr ever expofing any Man to the Indigr 
IJjty stpd Shame of mat Examination, which 
has been ordered by fome Perfecutors of that 
Nation, in order to afcertain the Objefts of 
their Cruelty. 

Nor could it have been thought neccffary, 
by (o many Princes, and States, and fo many 
Chriftian Councils too, to oblige them to wear 

externa^ 
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txternal Marks *on their Cloadis, by which 
rh^ might be known to be yewsy and 
pointed out to the Publick, as Subjects of 
Contempt and Diigrace, For to what Pur- 
pofe was it to ftigmatize Thofe with new 
Badges of DiftinSidn, whole Infamy is fup- 
pofed to be already written on their Fore- 
heads, by ihe Finger of God himfelf, in 
Chiarad:ers lerible/ and indelible ? . \ 

* The true reculiarity ; I do not lay the 
only one, but the oftly univerfal vifible One ; 
feems to me to cohfift in their Adherence 
to very different Ritfes of Religion, their 
Sat>badis, ' DifliAdiohs of Meats, and their 
Separating themfelves, as much a^ their 
Commerce will permit, from th^ Society of 
Thofe of a dinerent Faith. For where 
thefe Things are not pradtifed openly by 
JewSy they are not known to be Jews ; as 
in the Popifti Countries abovementiontd ; 
And, in all Others, from the Moment that 
a yew becomes Chriftian, he falls into the 
Mafs of the People, amongft whom he 
refides, and his Peculiarity is at an End : 
Which, if it arofe from any vifible Sig- 
nature impreflcd upon every yew by his 
Maker, could not undoubtedly happen, 
without a Miracle. 

6. But let the Mark of Diftinftion be 
what it will 5 Let it be Univerfal, if you 
pleafe ; StiU it cannot be aflign d as the 

G Puniftv- 
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Punifhment of individual JewSy nor con* 
iidcred as having in it . the Nature of a 
Punifhment, any otherwiie, than as It may 
neceffarily, and univerfally expofe Thofe 
who bear it, to fbme real Suffering* 
. But whcdier This be the TruUi of the 
Cafe, or no. Let every Man's Experience 
tefli^. Look upon the great, and rich 
Traders of that Nation fetued Here and in 
Jhlland. Are they opprefled, infuUed, or 
publickly derided upon account of dieir 
oeing kno^n to be Je^s ? Obferve them in 
the Places of publick Refbrt, mixed with 
the Nobility and Gentry.: You will fee 
them treated with the fkme outward Ci<* 
vility, and Refped, which Wealth and 
Figure procure to Chriftians. Thefc happy 
Particulars fcctix not all affefled by. that 
Odium Generis Humaniy or, in Scripture 
Language, that HiJJing of .the Nations^ 
which is fprctpld by die Prophets, 

7. But the Difperfion, or Scattering intd 
all Nations, is certainly God Almighty's 
Sentcngq, Is it not their Punifhment ? I 
have fet forth at large in the Diafpoi'aj and 
may have Occafipn prefcntly to mention 
again here, in what Senfe, and to ^hom, 
I think the Difperfion is 4 PusiilQbment 
That it is, now, 1700 Years after the Lofs 
of their Original Country, and Conunu- 
pity, a Punifhment, in the Senfe of Per i- 
fonal Suffering, tp AH the Individual; of 
that Nation, I endeavoured there to dif- 



prove, arid do ftill prefume to deny. There 
may indeed be feme Few, who, in the 
midil of Worldly Affluence, like Daniel^ 
a yew df a former Difperfion, even whilft 
He was at the head of a vaft Empire, a 
Prefident over 120 Princes, may ftill la- 
ment the DefolatiOn of Judedy in Fafting, 
Sackcloth^ and Aihes ; may think upon 
the Stdftes of yerufakm witn Pity, and be 
grieved to fee her in the Duft : In their pri- 
vate Retirements, They may weep over that 
hv)QiAX(»(Ti$ predidled by our Saviour, of 
which the prefent Difperfion, or Separation 
from the Holy Land, is a Confequence. 
But no body will, I fuppofe, pretend that 
this Afflidion is Univerfal. If you fee the 
Wandering of particular Jews from Town 
to Town, and from Country to Country, 
in queli of Trade and Profit, in the Light 
of a Divine Difperfion, and think it a Con* 
ditidh of SuflTering 5 Confider, that it is 
not pcjculiar to Them, but the Lot of many 
Chnftiahs. {oo, Confider too, how fer this 
^agabUid^ imfettkd State is, from being 
Univerfid. Take into your View, at the 
faitae time^ all thofe very wealthy Jewijh 
Familys, living, from Father to Son, in 
fixed Habitations, thro' moft of the great 
trading Cities of the known World : Dif- 
perfed indeed, in the Senfe of a Separation 
from their Anceftors Country, but in Pofi- 
fefilion of a new one, and feeling no necei?- 
fary Grief upon account of that Se9^t^xMy^• 



Compare then thefe two Conditions toge- 
ther : They feem fo entirely oppoiite One 
to the Other, that if you call the Former 
a Curfe, you mufl be obliged to itile the 
Latter a Blefling. 

8. Since None of thefe Things dierefbre 
appear in the Light of an Univerfal 
Punifhment, or Suffering extended to Every 
Individual, Let the Prophetical Writings 
be fearched ; and let that dreadful Cata* 
logue of Curfes denounced upon the He* 
brew Nation, in cafe of their liiture Rebel- 
lion, in the Books of LevUicus, and Deute^ 
ronomyf be compared with the Circumilaiif 
ces of the prefent Generation, I will fet 
down the Conclufion of Thofe threatned in 
the 2^ihC\i.ofDeuteronomv. "TheLord fhall 
** fcatter thee among all People, from tho 
" One End of the Earth even unto the 
" Other : And there thou fhalt fcrve Qther 
" Gods, which neither Thou, hor thy 
" Fathers have known, even Vi^ood, and 
" Stone*. And among thefe NalionsiThou 

♦This may perhaps be not . improperly apply'd evcii 
at this Day to Thofe "jftivs in Po[»fh Countrvs, yAkO% 
for fear of the Inquifition do indeed firvt oWer Godif 
and Goddeiles too, even Wood and Stone, unknown to 
their FathETSj liVing thfus in an outward Cdntpliance 
with what They inwardly abhor; tha* thejoriginal 
ii^pplication feems to be to Such of Them. .ai. were 
carried frCm a Country where They.were Stxfipgpvs.to 
all Idolatry, and forced to worfliip the Pagaii Deities 
in the -Plabes of their Captivity ; as the Words neithif 
Tiffu. mrtbf Path&rs do probably iznporCr . . ' 
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*• flialt find no Eafe, neither fliall the Sole 
" of thy Feet have Reft. But the Lord 
** fhall give Thee a trembling Heart, and 
^* Failing of Eyes, and Sorrow of Mind, 
** And thy Life fhall hang in doubt before 
*^ thee : And thou (halt fear Day and 
*^ Night, and fhalt have none AiSurance of 
** thy Life. In the Morning, thou fhalt 
fay. Would God it v^ere Even ; and at 
Even, thou (halt fay. Would God it 
were Morning, for the Fear of thine 
" Heart, wherewith thou ihall fear, and 
** for the Sights* of thine Eyes, which thou 
" fhalt fee. And— ybu fhall be fold unto 
** your Enemies for Bond Mcn> and for 
" Bond Women, and no Man fhall buy 
^ you." f 

- Now^ -diat This might be the State of 
thofe, who, according to our §aviour*s Pre** 
didion^ were led away Captive into all 
Nations, under Titus firft, and afterwards 
under AMariy feems very probable: But 
diat it is not the General, much lefs the 
Univerfal Condition of their Defcendents 



♦ Our Tranflation has it Sight : but I have chofen ta 
(o follow 'the LXX 'OfOfAara, as more intelligible. 

. f Sept. Mat » jf K trm o «ra;fMyoc- *- That is, I fuppofe, 
rhe Number of Thofe ofier*d to Sale fliall be fi)CTeat, 
Aat there will not be Purdialers enough to buy Them* 
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in the prefent Age, will, I imagiiiCj; need' 
no Proorl 

9. The Difficulties, which arifc in this 
Queftion, concerning the real Sentence of 
God upon the J^Jh Nation, and the trac* 
Interpretation of the Prophecies, fb far ~as' 
they are fuppos'd to relate to the prefent 
Difperfion, ieem to proceed from hence; 
That we fet out originally upon a wrong' 
Foundation, We are feeking for what does' 
not exift, nor was confequently intended' 
to exift. For We lay it down firft, that 
the Rejedlion, and Crucifixion of the Son 
of God, being the Crime of the Jemfif 
People of a very diftant Age, is ftiu im- 
puted, and vifited upon the Particulars of 
that Race ; and then are at a Lofs to find 
any Vifitation, which may aniwer the'ne- 
ceflary Defcription of a Punifhment attend<< 
cd with a Perfonal Suffering to every Indi* 
vidual. 

But let us take it upon a Greater, and 
more Reafonable Plan. Inilead ? of a fcra- 
pulous Exadtnefs in dealing out Judgments 
to Individuals, Let Us think more fuitably 
of Divine Juftice, and ceafe to r?prefept 
the moft Merciful of all Beings, as tor-^j 
menting poor Mortals, to the Fiftieth Ge- 
neration, for the Crime of their Ahceflo!r&. 
— Lf/ the Soul thatjinneth dye. \ . ; 

But the Rejedion of the Meffiah, you 
will fay, is as much the Crime of the prc- 

feat 



t 55 ] 
cnt Generation, as of Thbfe, who firft re'- 
edted him. If fo, We fhall fall back into 
he fame Difficulties ; For All rejedl the 
Vleffiah : But All are not perfbnally pu* 
liihed. 

Leave therefore the Judgment of That to 
Sod^ who fees Diflferences of Condudl, and 
t's Mcitivcs, which we do not fee, and 
loes dojubtleis diflinguifh the blind invo- 
luntary Adherent to an aboliftied Syftem 
Df Religion, from Him, who, thro* Pride 
and Obftinaicy, refufes Convi(9ion, and. 
From a particular Inveteracy againft Chri- 
(lianity, may. be faid to crucify the Son of 
God afrejh, and put him to open Shame. 

10. Here therefore is the Place, after 
fetting afide fo many Hypothefes, and de- 
claring, in {o many Inftances, What is not 
my Opinion, to explain, What is. ■ \ 

I might indeed fave myfelf, and the 
Reader that Trouble, if I could fuppofe 
him to have feen the fmall Treatife, to 
often mentioned in This : For I muft de- 
clare j that I have met with no Reafbn to 
induce me to retradt what I then advanced, 
concerning the Sentence pronounced upor 
the Jewijh Nation. 

, My own Notion is ftill the fame, vi^. 
That the Condemnation of the Hebfiv 
People is General, and National j j. e. ot 
QeceiTarily extended to Individuals, in iie 
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Scnfe of a Perfonal Punifhment, or Suf- 
fering, the Diftribution of which, in Pro- 
pOTtion to Perfonal Offence, is referved to 
the Great Judge of all. — ^That it confifts— • 
In the Difperfion, or Scattering thro' the 
Nations, confider'd in the Light of a Re- 
moval, and Separation from the Land of 
Promife * inferring, and including the 
Breach of all thofe Tyes, whkh united 
them, as a Religious and Gmk Commu* 
nity Tbere^ under the Grovemment of- the 
God oi Jacob 5-— f- and in the Conifequences 

* The 5^^ of the Eaft and Weft, mentioned above, 
ihew'd plainKr that they underftood die Evil of Di^- 
lion to conhft in This, When they ftyled their fuc- 
ceffive Chiefe, Princes tf the Captivity^ and Princes of 
the Exil; For, in the midft of thofe ancient^ ahd large 
£ftabliffaments,They could call Thenifekes Gapthes anj 
Exilesj m no other Senfe, but That of an involuntary 
Separation from the Country of their Ancefton. Is 
this View it muft be indiiFerent to a Confcientious fm^ 
ViiaXcf^t Residence might fall to hi^ Lot, in confe- 
qli^nce of the General Difperfion. . Jeru/ldetn was fHlI 
bJ3 tiome, and with refpeif): to Thaut be continiied ft 
iShahffer, thb* a Native of Bagdaty or ToUdo. Nine 

\ ' t The Neceffity of giving diis Extenfim to the Idfit 
tf . jExdufion from the Holy Land, appears from hencc^ 
nat Multitudes of Jews continued to inhabit it, and 
W Tdwns, and Civil Eftablifhments there, (bme 
J\es after tfie laft general Difperfion. Thefe, if voo 
^fider ExClufion in tbe Light cf mere Separation^ 
w^ not certainly involved in that Sentence : But tskt 
I the Latitude, wherein I have defined it, Thcv 
\t iUll be trcdy lookM on, notwithftanding their 
~ Connexion with the Land of dmean, to be e»- 
feparated, and even difperfed. 
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of fuch Separation; — ^That they want the Il- 
lumination of Divine Grace to guide them 
into the Way of Truth, being left. Gene- 
rally, I do not fay, Univerfally (for fome 
are frequently converted) to the Error of 
their own Conceits, in confequence of 
which, the Veil, as it is ftyled by St, Pauly 
remains to this Day upon their Hearts ; 
and that Blindnefs, which is faid by Him 
to have happened in Part to Ifraely ftill 
continues to miflead them; — In a Word, 
that they are no longer, in the Senfe in 
which they formerly were fb, the People 
of God. 

This is that Greater, and more Rea- 
fonahle Plan, which I above recommend- 
ed. A Plan, which vindicates the Pro- 
phecys, by conforming Execution to Pre*- 
didlion : — leaves Particulars, as it ought, 
to the Confequences of their Perfonal Con- 
dudl, admitting Severity, but not exclud- 
ing Mercy ; putting them in a punifhable 
State, even for their Judaifin ; but not fub- 
jefting them, without Diftinftion, to fuf- 
fer, for what may not be their Crime, but 
their Misfortune — which exhibits both Ex- 
ample, and Inftrudtion to every Commu- 
nity of Men, over the Face of the whole 
Earth, letting forth the Condition of thefe 
Children of yraely under a Judicial Diiper- 
fion, banifli'd from the Land of their Fore- 
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fathers; fpreading and prefcrving thro^ & 
many Ages, the Memory of that Banifh? 
ment, by being mixed with all Nations, 
yet kept diftindt from All j as a Monument 
to perpetuate the Remembrance of Divine 
Vengeance upon an Impious l^eople, and 
^s an Atteftation given by the God of Truth 
to the Truth of Chriftianity. 

Having thus brought what I had to offer 
upon the Subjecft of the Sentence pronoun^ 
ced upon the Hebrew Nation, to it's Con- 
clufion } That I may not be reprefented a^ 
having whittled that Sentence down, and 
reduced the Condition of this Baniih'd and 
Rejedled Racp too near to an Equality with 
That of Chriftians, I defirc to add a Word 
of Explanation upon that head. 

In endeavouring to difprovc the Aflertion 
of the learned Dedicator, that Exclufion 
from Civil Privileges is the Puniihment of 
the Jewijh Nation, for the Rejection of the 
promifed Mefliah, and that it is a Punifh- 
ment of Particulars, not of the Commu- 
nity, I have followed that Notion thro' all 
the Arguments brought, or which I thought 
might DC brought, to fupport it j and thro- 
all the Objedtions, which occurred tp me, 
as lying ag2^nft it, from Hiftory, from Ex- 

Ferience, from Reafon, and from Scripture, 
have done more : I have CJJpfi'd^r^^ whe- 
ther Any of thofe other Tilings, whicl^ 
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ftight pofiibiy be taken as Divine Judg- 
inents upon that Generation of Men, were 
Punilhnients itiflidled lipoli all the Indivi- 
duals of It, ind have found them, either- 
not Univerfal, or not Univeflally Penal. 
I'he Diiperfiori appeared to be no Punifh- 
inent to many of die Diiperfed* -^The Fd^ 
^abond Condition affign'd by the ingenious 
Dedicator, as a Sentence of irremijfable In-- 
fanhy If takeft ftri<aiy, was the Portion of 
Few in Gomparifon, and feemed no more 
infamous to "Jewsy than to Chrijii'ans i And 
to neither or Them, by any neceflary Con- 
fequence.^^-^If taken in a larger Signification, 
It th^n fell under the fame Predidament 
with the Difperfion The Brand or Mark 
of Diftindion vulgarly fiippofed to be im* 
preffed by Providence, as a Means of ex- 
pofirig Thofe j Who bore it, to publick Ha- 
tred, and Contempt, vaniflied upon a elofer 
Inipeftion. — Or, if admitted to be real, 
was far from bringing that Difgrace upon 
All. 

I was therefore driven to this Cdnclufidni 
that the Puniftiment of the Jews for rejeft- 
ing the Meffiah, was not, in truth, the Pu-^ 
nifhment of Particulars, as oppofed to the 
Community, becaufe all Particulars did not 
appear to be puni£hed ; But General, and 
National only. That, which I have myfelf 
ventured to aflign, as their Condemnation^ 
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is indeed UniverCd, for All, without Ex- 
ception, are excluded frona the Holy Land, 
in the Senfe, wherein I underftand Exdu- 
fion; but All do not feel it as a real Suffer- 
ing. For how is it poffible to conceive, 
that the Thoufands of Ifrael^ born in thefe 
diftant Countrys, and Ages, fhould fo bit- 
terly lament, and fo pamfiilly regret what 
they never experienced. 

Exclufion from Paradife was a true Pu- 
nifjiment, and very dreadful Suffering to 
Adam. Amongft his Defcendents, after 
feveral Generations, a General Memory of 
it would be preferved : The Lofs might be 
ftill bewailed with Tears by Some, but by 
the Multitude would be felt only in it's 
Confequences \ and That too, by Such of 
Them only, whom the Prefliire of thofe 
Confequences imniediately afiedled. I Ipeak 
of Temporal Penalties. Eating of their 
Bread in the Sweat of their Brow to the 
Men, and Pain in Childbearing to the Wo- 
men, were general Sentences of Condemna- 
tion, but were not however perfonally felt 
by Every Man, nor by Every Woman of 
Adain%^z.Q^\ but by Such only, whom, 
for Reafons known to God alone. He was 
pleafed to fubjeft to thofe Sufferings. Still 
the Condemnation of Adam and £1;^, to 
thefe Things, is called the Punifhment of 
Mankind. 
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